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193
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222

23,

24,

25.

Lecture at World Affairs Centre, Amman, 3 March 1984
(Arabic)

28th Session of the Arab Chambers of Commerce, Amman, 16 April 1984
(Arabic)

The David Davies Memorial
(English)
Arab Liberal International
(English)

Institute, London, England, 29 May 1984
Meeting, Amman, 9—12 September 1984

Sixth Conference of Arab Agricultural Engineers, Amman, 24 September
1984 (Arabic)

Egyptian-Jordanian Scientific Cooperation

Seminar, Cairo, 20 October
1984 (Arabic)

Dinner hosted by H.E. Mr Kamal Hassan Ali, Cairo, 20 October 1984
(Arabic)

Muslim—Christian Consultation, Windsor, 15—18 November 1984
(English)

Arab—Asian Seminar, Amman, 20—22 November 1984
(English)

International Symposium on Protection of Children, Amman, 24—26 November
1984

(English)

Jordan in the 1990s: Strategic Issues, Amman, 2—3 February 1985
(English)
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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS CROWN PRINCE HASSAN’'S
SPEECHES 1983 ONWARDS

1 . Arab Labour Conference — 11th session, Amman, 6—16 March 1983.
(Arabic)

2 . Seminar on Jordan's Place within the Arab Oil Economies Amman, 12
March 1983.
(English)

3 . Cultural Season at the Arts College of the Jordan University, Amman, 22
March 1983.
(Arabic)

4 . The European Community Spring Festival, Amman, 27 March 1983.
(Arabic & English)

5 . The Second International Conference on History and Archaeology of Jordan,
Amman, 4—-11 April 1983
(English)

6 . The Annual Convention of the National Association of Arab Americans,
Washington, 14 May 1983
(English)

7 . World Health Organisation — opening session of the commission on
Eastern Mediterranean area, Amman, 17 October 1983
(Arabic)

8 . UNESCO -~ 22nd session, 2 November 1983
(Arabic & English)

9 . The Carter Centre of Emory University, Atlanta., Georgia, 8 November 1983
(English)

10. Arab American Canadian Conference, Amman, 10 December 1983
(English)

11. Seminar on International Monetary Developments and Arab Monetary Co-
operation in the 1980s, Amman, 15 January 1984
{Arabic)

12. The Fourth Islamic Summit, Casablanca., 16—18 January 1984
(Arabic & English)

13. Graduation Ceremony at the National Geographic Centre, Amman 6 February
1984
(Arabic)

14. Seminar on Israel and Arab Waters, Amman. 25 February 1984
(Arabic)
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capital goods rather than pure consumer commodities as in the 1950s or 1960s.

The essence of our economic strategy should be based on a simple premise,
that wealth, and | mean wealth, should not be measured by the possession of a
‘bank balance in far away places, important as that may seem, it is also the
acquisition of a national capacity to organise and produce goods and services in
order to gentrate a surplus of both. It is in this regard that we envisage Jordan
as the experimental workshop for the Arab hinterland.

The problem that has to be addressed is the lack of a complementary
economic strategy that binds the oil-producing states with the manpower-rich
states of the Arab World. We must dissipate the tension which has character
ised the relationship between the governments of these states so that 1s does
not filter down to influence the attitude of their public. Non-oil producing states
like Jordan feel inadequately compensated for the contribution they make th
rough the educated and technically skilled manpower they export. Although the
Amman Arab Summit conference in 1980 adopted a joint Arab economic
strategy. and declared the 1980s ‘‘the Development Decade’” neither has made

important inroads in our economic life.

Clearly we must start afresh and more energetically. Let us hope this initia
tive here marks the beginning of a serious and successful effort to prepare the
groundwork, identify and define some of the vital issues. and set out the broad
framework for a future strategy.
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among the developing countries. Although there is still much to be done, this
growth in GNP has helped to provide a better life for Jordanians. we have se-
cured basic human needs for the majority of our people, especially those af-
fected by the Zionist occupation and conquest of their own country.

It has not all been plain sailing. Over the last ten years the rate of inflation
has climbed from 5 percent in 1967-72 to 12 percent annually 1973-81. More
recently we have managed to bring it down again to single figures, 7.4 percent
in 1982, 5 percent in 1983, 4 percent in 1984. Naturally, the substantial ex-
pansion of our investment programme during the 1970s when capital formation
reached a level of about 50 percent of GDP, coupled with the impact of world
inflationary trends, forced us to sustain nearly a decade of two-figure in?
flation. It has left its damaging impact on our society, and we ought to con-
tinue to give top-priority to anti-inflationary measures.

It is also true that, in view of our heavy population and defence burdens. we
have had to rely on external resources. However, the fact that the rate of gross
domestic capital formation from the mid 1970s to the early 1980s has been
around 40-50 percent of our GDP, compared with 15-20 percent during 1950s
and 1960s, shows that we have made good use of any external support that has
been made available. In fact, our rate of capital formation is one of the highest
achieved by any of the developing countries and indicates the extent of the
absorptive capacity of our economy.

Moreover, there has been a rapid increase in the value of our exports, to the
tune of $750 million in 1982, compared with $5 million in the early 1950s and
$30 million in the mid 60s. Our balance of trade has nonetheless remained in
chronic deficit, due to the large import bill imposed on us by the double burd-
ens of population growth and defence. Our commodity imports increased from
just over $ 100 million in the mid 1960s to more than $ 3000 million in 1982 and
as a result, by 1982, our trade gap had reached a level exceeding $ 2500 million.
However, in addition to the official aid we receive from the Arab oil-producing
states, our net earnings from invisibles (including remittances from Jordanians
working abroad) are increasingly helping to balance our trade deficit.

Unlike many non-oil producing countries, we have resorted to external bor-
rowing only to a limited extent and that primarily to finance productive in-
vestments. Our total external public debt stood recently at $1700 compared
with our gold and foreign exchange reserves of about $2000 million. It is worth
noting at this juncture that the rapid growth of our imports has been ac-
companied by a basic transformation in their structure. Of our $ 3000 million
worth of imports in 1982, about $2200 million consisted of raw material and
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increased to a point where it became difficult, if not impossible, to distinguish
between huge oil revenues, the government budget and the national income (or
between the government and the economy for that matter) Strange as it may
seem, such government involvement was not confined to the socialist-oriented
states, but included the so-called conservative states, with private enterprise
systems. A new species of capital central planning swiftly emerged.

There is no doubt that the oil boom affected both the community and the
individual, not only through the impact of government budgets. What might be
called a “gold rush’”” mentality increasingly dominated the policies and
commercial activities of investors and enterpreneurs. Speculative investment
became increasingly predominant in the private sector and, in certain in-
stances, investments would be made both in industry and other enterprises
without proper evaluation or adequate managerment. A quantitative expansion
without a qualitative change occured and certain private industries--con-
struction for instance--suffered a decline in the level of efficiency under the
impact of such rapid expansion in scale.

Just as certain institutions that were transplanted into political sphere--such
as parliaments--failed to function as expected, so in the economic field, the
transplantation of institutions and ideas foundered similarly. | am not arguing
against the introduction of modern institutions or techniques, but is is clear that
such machinery has to be introduced and allowed to evolve in a manner com-
patible with the social and cultural realities within the different states. Success

depends an our ability to build economic and political institutions, policies and
systems with due consideration for the structure and norms of the community

that the planners and decision-makers are trying to develop. For any pro-
gramme of action to suceed, it must be based on a proper knowledge and un-
derstanding of the past and present realities of our societies and the nature of
current trends.

Broadly speaking Jordan has done extremely well despite the constraints and
problems which its economy has had to face. You are all aware of the full force
of the demographic upheaval, caused by the uprooting of the Palestinian people
from their ancestoral home in 1948 and again in 1967, and the burden Jordan
has had to shoulder as result, over the years. Yet, despite that, and despite the
rapid natural rate of growth of our population, which has recently exceeded 3
percent per annum, we have managed to achieve a considerable growth in GNP,
allowing the attainment of a rise in real per capita income of about 5 percent
annually, over the last three decades. By 1982 per capita income in the East
Bank had reached a level of $2000, which puts Jordan in the intermediate level
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The terra media concept we envisage should be developed within the con-
text of regional cooperation and mutual security, which of necessity demands
the establishment of a broad and flexible strategic programme. Our afforts must
be directed towards the achievement of inter-Arab cooperation and co-ord-

ination at all levels, so that we may develop not only a national but a regional
strategy.

On the home front, we should continue our efforts to build and strengthen
our national institutions. The individual must be our primary focus. It is on his
approval and acceptance, or alienation and rejection, that success or failure will
ultimately depend. Thus we must continue. and intensify, the development of
our human resources. Our guiding principle must be “inma’ wa intima'" -
development, and national commitment. The sense af belonging should con-
centrate on the development of a concept of citizenship, and lhighlight the value
of loyalty to country and people. We seek a national identity that sees no
contradiction between political belief and loyalty to one’'s own country. We
want to create a political culture through a process of acculturation, that will

offer an alternative to the extremist political culture currently prevalent in the
region.

Success in these spheres cannot be achieved without a sound economic
supporting base. The economy is. however, subject to the political decision
makers. | do not have to tell you that lack of progress in the pplitical arena
stimulated what has becume a common feature of our life, the economic
development plans. These programmes are often seen as a double panacea,
‘'substituting for’, or alternatively, ‘complementing’, political -action (or rather
failure). They seek to recreate the real and assumed economic glorielegitimacy
of rulers and regimes into question. There is an increasing tendency to legiti-
mise political power through economic development. Support is engendered by
a rapid process of economic development, creating visible achievements (in-
dustries, ports, major schemes and works-- some of which are bound to be
monumental white elephants) but all too often, little, or no, considération is
given to the ability of the socio-political system to absorb or mainta:l.n such
achievements successfully.

This process of economic development culminated in the late.197Q's in the
phenomenon of the ‘super-development plan’,

a concept given the fullest ex-
pression in Iran under the late Shah.

“Super- saturatlng the economy’” with
“hyper-investment”, regardless of its impact on society and the individual, be

came the name of the game. The involvement of gavernment in the econo
nomy
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sisted whatever the cost. Without our traditions, particularly in an area of ethnic
diversity, with increasing emphasis on the phenomenon of dynamic me-
diocracy-without our traditions, in our lives and our works. we will perish wi-
thout trace, with them we shall survive and prosper. The guidelines are there to
be followed. and sacrifices will undoubtedly be made so that we may adhere to
them.

We live in a turbulent world and security is naturally a paramount imperative.
To maintain it we need commitment, determination and above all discipline. We
may be neutrist in our apbproach to world power politics, but we are not neutral
as regards the events around us. Our armed forces are the nation’s shield and
due attention should beé paid to their efficient organisation and to the pro-
curement of arms necessary for our security.

As the region entered the 1980's, a new dimension of social conflict and
communal polarisation appeared. Primordial perception of societies. by extre-
mist populist groups, threatens Arab society with eventual Balkanisation. The
manipulation of ethnic and religious fears and susceptibilities by interested
parties and organisations has already brought about the virtual collapse of the
national institutions in Lebanon. The same disintegrative forces threaten other
states in the region. it is an unfortunate fact of life that there is a dearth of
sensible, practiéab!e integrative policies for political action. There is a desperate
need to transcend class, tribe, ethnic, and religious division. Nothing will sub-
sume the different loyalties professed by various groups within society except a
renewal of the political will of the nation. The politics of centrism, accommo-
dation and consensus can check and even reverse the centrifugal tendency, and
the exclusive nature of éuthOritarian rule. Our objective has to be a wider and
more genuine pa'rticipatEOn in the processes of government.

It is clear to us that our region cannot survive except with the social diversity
it possesses. For this réason we have endeavoured to establish an integrated
and harmonious society at home and seek peace with our neighbours.

The Palestine question remains our major concern and the principal threat to
our security. We have worked for a just and lasting peace which we believe is
attainable. We envisade the occupied territories of the West Bank, Gaza and
Jordan as a terra media between the purchasing power of the oil-producing
states and the skjlled manpower and high technology of the northern region.
Our vision encdmpasses the whole region and may be described as “‘the human
contena’” of peace making to become the experimental workshop of the Middle
East.
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As we approach the end of the twentieth century, we can be in no doubt
that the world, and particularly the Middle East, a region of considerable
strategic importance, faces an uncertain future. Here in Jordan, we are in the
eye of the storm. Calm and confident we may be, but the challenges that
confront us are many. They are serious and likely to grow more complex. In
tackling such challenges we have to rely on the strength of our experience, we
have to comprehend the realities of the present situation, and we have to
command the wisdom and foresight to chart a course for relevant, practical and
sound policies. Our strategic conception is based on the maximum utilisation of
our resources for the achievement of national objectives at minimum cost. The
fact that we have done rather well, so far, does not mean that we cannot
improve on our performance and it is my hope that this meeting will assist, as
we look forward to the next ten years, in identifying areas and details of im-
provement.

It is not sufficient merely to maintain our present course. One of the major
imperatives of a Jordanian strategy must be the constant improvement and
refinement of policy and its enactment. This is no mean task given our political
situation in a region constantly threatened by war and violence. Our approach
so far has not been haphazard. It is determined by our belief in the Jordanian
experiment, heir to the Arab Renaissance Movement, in all its dimensions.

It is clear to us today that the 1970s marked a turning point in the political
evolution of the Middle East. Radical and ideologically motivated slogans began
to ring hollow. The effects of bankrupt gestures and rhetoric were compounded
by the inability to translate romantic projections for the future of Arab society
into practical reality. Whether in opposition or in power, revolutionary radicals
failed to provide coherent and viable programmes for political action and for
economic planning. In view of this it would not be inconceivable for the Jord-

anian experiment to become an example emulated by others in the region and
further afield.

What we require, at this delicate stage in our development, is a pragmatic
approach in the management and resolution of our outstanding problems. We
cannot afford to be too doctrinaire whatever the textbooks or the academic
consultants may say. The course we have followed is that of the middle ground,
a centrist approach stemming from our cultural and religious heritage. ““We have
made you a people of the middle’’, the Holy Qur‘an states. There are, of course,
certain principles and values we are committed to uphold and protect. Events
and developments adversely affecting our vital national interests must be re-
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 am aware that | have treated subjects which are not your immediate con-
cern at this symposium. But as mentioned in the documentation, the four sub-
jects you are going to deal with in the working groups are only the beginning of
the process which the Independent Commission intends to encourage. The co-

lossal challenge that humanity faces today demand as that the young prepare
themselves with greater assiduity than ever before.

Use and abuse of children in armed conflicts in several parts of the world,
the plight of refugee children and of tens of millions of others suffering from
undernourishment, the increasing numbers of street children in the ever-growing
cities of theworld--these and other equally bleak scenarios call for urgent action
on behalf of children everywhere. Each generation carries a certain responsibi-
lity towards succeeding generations. Ours is a particularly heavy one. If we have
failed in building up a world of peace, let the youth of today not fail. | appeal to
them to stand up against violence, human degradation and the violation of

human rights. The youth of today hold the key to peace and prosperity in the
future. Let us help them to help themselves.
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marginalisation of the young to their rebellion and recourse to violence. The
changing role of family and parents, the evolution of the position of women in
society, all these developments have inevitably affected the young.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The list of factors which must be taken into account for studying the pro-
blems relating to the young is long. The few examples | have cited illustrate
amply the complexity of the issue before you. | would suggest therefore, that
the approach we should adopt should be selective, practical and realistic. It is
not enough to carry out scholarly research and have academic discussions
leading to no tangible action.

Talking of action, allow me to make a few concrete suggestions. First, |
believe that in addition to action at a global level regional initiatives must be
actively encouraged. We must build from the grass roots and let action
snowbafl. Within the regional context, | propose encouraging further efforts
relaiing to the Charter of the Arab Child. This effort could be pursued in colla-
boration with the League of Arab States and others concerned. It is important
that misconceptions regarding the Arab and Muslim attitude, law and practice
regarling children are clarified. Secondly, we must innovate and devise methods
to invplve the young in creative and constructive activities. In modern time, in
the u'rban context, the period of time a young person has to wait to be gainfully
empléye'd or to start a family has been prolonged. During this period, the energy
and crehtivity of the young must be harnessed and put to use for the welfare of
the cor?nmunity and country. Realistic strategies should be developed for and
with the young, without hackneyed dand preconceived notions and without
paterna[ism. We have had interesting and useful experiences for example, of
groups of young volunteers, helping on a regional basis, in situations of natural
and man-made disasters. Encouraging examples are to be found even in si-
tuations of armed conflict — where there have been young men involved in
fighting, but at the same time, many others, equally young, busy in rescue and
assistance operations. Without guns in their hands or hatred in their hearts,
they risked their own lives to save the lives of others. They deserve our ad-
miration. Thirdly. special attention should be paid to educatibnal policies and
practices. Education is not only erudition. but also a code of social behaviour.
Schools are the best place to form or transform basic concepts and convictions.
Efforts should be made to adjust school curricula to the needs of cohtemporary
society. Children should be exposed at an early age to peace studies and human
nghts studies. It would be equally useful to introduce. at university levef, youth
studies’ involving research at a high level into the problems of youth.
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It is not my intention to go into details about the subjects to be discussed.
This will be done by the experts in the days to come. | will therefore, limit

myself to a few ideas and suggestions that you might wish to take into con-
sideration.

First let me say that to a great extent, age is a state of mind more than a
question of years. A clear distinction between children and youth or between
different stages of man’s life is not possible, except in infancy, and can only be
arbitrary. Consequently, when talking of ‘protection of children’ we should really
have young people in mind, particularly since in the case of two of the subjects
to be discussed: Street Children and Children in Armed Conflicts, we will be
talking more of young people than of children.

Secondly, this symposium is being held on the eve of the International Youth
Year. We should, therefore, not only take into account the grey area between
childhood and youth, but also fully bear in mind the problems of and prospects
for today’'s youth. They are the decisive factor in the social, sconomic and
political life of a majority of states in all continents. The International Year of
Youth provides an eminently suitable framework for tangible action by the
young, not only to make their feelings known, but also to contribute towards
building a better future. Unfortunately however. | am not sure that adequate
preparations have been made, or whether the necessary leadership is available
for them to make full use of this opportunity. It would indeed be most worth-
while Tor this symposium to pay attention to this issue and to try and come up
with concrete and constructive proposals and recommendations in this respect.

Thirdly., the nature and extent of protection required by children may differ
from country to country and region to region. Children in the North do not have
the same type of problems as children in the South. While it is important to
identify criteria and characteristics which are universal, it is equally important to
keep in mind the inherent differences.

Fourthly. the historical, cultural, social and economic backgrounds of chil-
dren must be fully taken into account when determining the level of assistance
and the kind of protection they require. Regrettable errors of judgement and of
evaluation are sometimes made with the very best of intentions.

Fifthly. the price of material progress in recent decades has been moral
poverty. The erosion of traditional values, the loosening up of family structure,
the isolation imposed upon individuals by competitivity coupled with urban
stresses -- all these factors have significantly contributed towards creating
further pressure on children and youth. Results have ranged from alienation and

114



Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a privilege and a pleasure for me to welcome you all this morning.

Centuries ago, a poet wrote: ‘Childhood shows the man as morning shows
the day’. Since children will inherit this planet, they hold the future in their
hands. Consequently, there is no effort more important or worthwhile than what
we do for and with children. It is with these thoughts in mind that | declare
open this international symposium on the ‘Protection of Children’.

| welcome the decision of Radda Barnen — Swedish Save the Children--to
co-sponsor this symposium with the Independent Commission on International
Humanitarian Issues. | am also pleased by Radda Barnen’s choice of Amman as
the seat of its first regional office. | am sure this will facilitate better co-ord-
ination of its activities in the region and centralise the useful work already being
done in Lebanon, Yemen and, of course, the West Bank.

Non-governmental agencies have an increasingly important role to play,
particularly at the grass root level, in providing humanitarian assistance and in
defending the rights and interests of those in need. | extend to Radda Barnen
my sincere wishes of success and satisfaction in its work as indeed to this
symposium which happens to be the inaugural activity of its regional office.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In this turbulent age, shadowed by man’s newly-found capacity for self-
destruction, a code of conduct based on principles of justice and peace is
essential for the very survival of human society. Never in history was the need
for an equitable humanitarian order more acute than it is today. And yet more
often than not, we seem to forget that ties of religion, race of political affi-
liations are secondary to our common humanity. Adults have a lot to learn from
children because they possess the purity of heart and mind which age tends to
obscure. The young are less tied to the past and, therefore, more open to
change, to transformation and to progress. They are not afraid of what is new or
different. On the contrary, they welcome it.

The young have a vested interest in the future. They naturally possess
enthusiasm, energy, hope, optimism--all the assets to play a positive catalytic
role to build a better future. | would, therefore, caution against a paternalistic
attitude towards the young which has so often hampered,constructive di-
scussion of their problems. Instead, | would recommend humility and a greater
degree of empathy.
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In cpnclusion. | should like to extend a special word of thanks to Dr. Mah-
bub-Ul-Haq, the Planning Minister of Pakistan, for his proposal of an IMF debt
refinancing subsidiary. | am however moved to quote Emerson:

““One man thinks justice consists in paying debts... But that second man...
asks himself, Which debt must | pay first, the debt to the rich, or the debt
to the poor? the debt of money, or the debt of thought to mankind?”
(Essays, First Series: Circles.)

| am indebted to you,my friends.for honouring our capital Amman with your

presence among us and can only say that the hopes of many are pined on this
joint activity.

1 have not alluded to the strategic triangle that the Middle East has become.
To our North, we see the Eastern Mediterranean and the growing mosaic of
tensions emanating from Israel’s occupation of Arab territority in the West Bank,
Gaza and the Golan; the demographic imperative that Israel regards as part and
parcel of its menacing the identity of the Arab people; the occupation of
Lebanon and its many uncertainties, not least of all the expanding threat to Arab
water resources. To our South and South East we withness the tragic on-going
strife and attrition of the Gulf war with human losses that will deprive the
region of a generation of vitality and youth. To our South West we are aware of
the increasing significance of the Red Sea as an alternative outlet to oil and gas.
These developments carry dangers of polarisation and power politics that effect
the peripheral countries to the regions’ resources as well as the resources
themselves.

It is only through perceiving these and other challenges that we can hope to
preserve our political identity and purpose.
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Extremism at both ends of the spectrum is daily becoming more evident.
More and more people are driven by unbearable socio-economic pressures and
succumb to the increasingly militant and destructive call of extremism. Middle
ground to which we aspire is inevitably shrinking. Whether that extremism is of
the Left, or of the Right, or of the new paradoxical type that claims to combine
both, it has an undeniably powerful appeal. Leadership that can rise above
sectarian and partisan considerations of our societies is a prerequisite for
safeguarding our middle ground and positively and successfully meeting the
challenges of the closing years of the twentieth century.

The strengthening of our social and economic fabric at the national, sub-
regional and regional levels in the wider Arab-Asian arena can proceed by cau-
tiously building on our recent achievements while avoiding the mistakes of our
recent past.

It may be appropriate to remind ourselves that development has many
aspects. It is a sad world that is run purely on the dictates of economics.
Politics must be related to people mattering. We should not forget the important
role that spiritual and cultural values play in our lives. In times of tension, it is
the effort to safeguard cultural identity which is most easily threatened. Without
advocating a proliferation of inter-regional organisations, we could envisage a
greater degree of cultural interaction among the countries of the South
generally, but also in the Arab-Asian context in particular. We have much to
offer each other in the field of higher education and technical training/ that
would probably have greater relevance than the training offered exclusively
within the current North-South relationship. We need a contract of‘ generations
and not ‘flash in the pan’ commercial deals.

There is a largely untapped mine of meaningful exchange in the whole area
of the performing, visual and literary arts to which we have tended to assign too
little importance. But this need not be so. Rather than aspire to the matérialism
of the technological advanced countries, let us be more aware of the wealth of
our own cultural traditions which the West is already re-discovering, almost at
our expense.

In the final analysis, it is only through our own enlightened efforts at co-
operation. co-ordination and mutual assistance that we can change the ster-
eotyped perceptions that others have of us and, possibly, that we nurture of
each other. Others have described our regions as the Near East, the Middle East
or the Far East. Whether we are attempting to stimulate East-East or South-
South dialogue through this forum does not alter the basic reality of the
common interests that our countries share.
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The type of entrepreneurs which developing countries need are those who are
flexible enough to take into account the special conditions of the countries in
which they live and are capable of thinking in broader terms of national socio-
economic development. | thus hope the seminar will not only devote itself to
the determination of the type of technical information which is to be transfer-
red, but also to the development of what | may term the social structure, on the
basis of which such a transfer should take place. The aim, therefore, is not just
to see to it that the right type of technical information is transferred to
developing countries, but also to make sure that the transferred technology has
the desired socio-economic impact. The development of local entrepreneurship
IS, In my view, essential to achieving such an impact.

In recent vears, the international migration of labour has acquired a position
of central importance. Like a number of other developing countries, Jordan has
been an exporter of trained labour to developed countries, as well as to other
developing countries in the region. This movement of labour has certainly
benefitted both the exporters and importers of human resources. Yet the ne-
gative effects of the brain drain have been the subject of prolonged--and often
heated--debate. Several proposals have been put forward to ameliorate the
situation, but there has been little tangible action. The brain drain obviously
inflicts an economic loss on the exporting countries. But what is more pertinent
to the present discussion is that it decreases the scientific and technological
potential of the exporting country. The latter is a more lasting loss which needs
long-range remedies. One way of dealing witn it is through appropriate monetary
compensation at national levels to be utilised in a further strengthening of the
science and technology infrastructure of labour-exporting countries. Your
colloquy could look into this and other mechanisms which would not concern
themselves exclusively with the economic and technological effects of labour
migration, but also with the human dimensions of the problem. which have a
direct bearing on technological and scientific development in both labour-ex-
porting and labour-importing countries.

It is useful at this juncture to remind ourselves of a basic and obvious
premise. It was for the benefit of the individual citizen and for the improvement
of the quality of life that the development drive was initiated. Fuller public
participation i1n the decision-making process. rather than mere increases in
consumption, is the criterion by which we must measure the success of our
development efforts. A dialectic of development for its own sake can easily
blind us from our initial objective and generate socio-political pressures under
which our social fabric may collapse. fragment and polarise.
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the advanced economies are only too eager to provide equipment and mas-
termind projects and schemes, especially if the necessary hard cash is readily
available, it is a different matter altogether when it comes to the software of
development.

Here we have to rely on ourselves and on our shared experiences. There
should be no justification for our becoming increasingly a dumping ground for
outdated technology or more hardware that we cannot use. | do not wish to add
to the already voluminous literature on the subject of the transfer of technology.
I would like, however, to highlight a few issues about which there is much
concern in the developing countries. Among these are: the types of technology
to be transferred, the terms on which they are transferred, and the long-term
effects of technology transfer on the scientific and technological potential of
recipient countries.

The process must allow for constructive change in economic and trade re-
lations between nations. Likewise, the international division of labour is not a
static phenomenon; rather, it has undergone continuous change in the last two
decades. What is needed now is a more explicit recognition of this change.
Indeed, it is precisely towards such change that the transfer of technology
should be geared. | thus believe that the process should not be directed to-
wards the limited objective of economic autarky. It shouid rather have the
purpose of constructing a new pattern of economic relations among our
nations.

Technology, however, is not a commodity which can be copied to exaction.
As has been amply emphasised, the technology to be transferred has to be
appropriate to the needs of the recipient country. We need to take into account
here another dimension of technology transfer. The utilisation of technology
presupposes appropriate concepts and institutions. In most developed coun-
tries, technology is produced, disseminated and utilised on the basis of certain
specific types of institutions--which may or may not exist in developing
countries. The very conditions for the establishment of such institutions may be
non-existent in many developing countries. In some affluent countries, techno-
logy is based on a particular concept of entrepreneurship--a concept motivated
by economic and commercial considerations. Because of differing socio-

economic stages of development and variant sets of national priorities, one might
question both the possibility and the desirability of adopting such a concept in

developing countries. Surely, what is required is a spirit of resourcefulness,

whether state-directed or privately initiated, which one might call ‘appropriate
entrepreneurship’.
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with regard to outstanding initiatives within the South-South arena. The Asso-
ciation of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), Technical Cooperation among
Developing Countries (TCDC). the Information Referral System (INRES) and the
various regional Arab funds and institutions for economic and social develop-
ment are but a few examples of South-South Cooperation. These institutions
have, on the whole, developed a framework to be further researched if we are
to realise a commitment of like minds.

Your distinguished gathering here today constitutes a unique and interesting
formula for the consideration of development issues of vital concern to our
South-South context. Though elements of apparent diversity might seem to the
outside observer as probable, or even inevitable, causes of conflict. they can, in
fact. be viewed as forces of complementarity, enriching the development of
both our regions. It is our task to formulate practical ways in which mutually
beneficial cooperattion based on this concept can be systematically reinforced.

Needless to say. the Arab countries form an integral part of the Muslim
World, which in its turn occupies a central position in the wider Arab-Asian
region. Extensive resource complementarities exist among the economies of our
various countries. Their mobilisation however, requires a strengthening of lin-
kages in the interrelated cultural, social, political and economic spheres. The
information gaps that exist in a number of fields must be narrowed. Any ass-
essment of future economic prospects must be based not only on a proper
understanding of the existing situation, but also on an accurate knowledge of
recent trends. Issues such as the '“debt crisis’’ have, in this decade, dominated
the world economic headlines in lieu of the so-called ‘energy crisis’ of the
seventies. Today we have to look both inwards within the Arab-Asian region and
its individual countries and outwards to the wider world economic situation in
order to achieve a balanced view of recent and current trends and future pro-
spects.

During the seventies and early eighties the Arab region passed through a
period of rapid economic expansion. Capital formation, in both oil-producing
and non-oil producing countries, reached record levels. Some observers believe
that the staggering pace of economic events has now been superseded by a
return to more ‘normal’ circumstances. Without dwelling too much on whether
or not we are facing recession, a slow-down in growth or a return to normalcy.
we must bear in mind that the substantial hardware which became part of our
region’s economic structure during the seventies requires the mobilisation of a
comparable level of software during the eighties and nineties, relevant to and
necessary for the efficient management and utilisation of that hardware. While
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It gives me genuine pleasure to receive, on behalf of the Arab Thought Forum
and in conjunction with the OAPEC. Secretariat, our South Asian and South East
brethren at this colloquy.

Many years ago, a British statesman said that the world belongs to ‘the few
and the very few’. In a way, it might still be true. However, it is being increas-
ingly recognised that the future of this world is largely dependent upon what
mankind can collectively do for ‘the poor and the very poor’ who constitute the
vast majority of the global population. Never before in history was the destiny of
‘the few and the very few’ so intimately linked with the fate of ‘poor and the
very poor’.

Within the developing world, sometimes called the Third World, there is what
might best be termed as the ‘Fourth World’ — the world of the least developed —
inhabited by those whose destitution is far greater than their ability to overcome
it. Although their fate has been receiving increasing attention for some years,
much more remains to be done.

Naturally, beyond the weaknesses that the planners or policy-makers might
have, there are real problems which hamper development through technical
cooperation; for example, lack of adequate national infrastructures; artificial
grafting of over-sophisticated technology; internal political conditioning leading
to a search for short-term benefits rather than long-term planning; social and
traditional hang-ups which serve as barriers to modern technology and the
dumping of technology in this decade; lack of educational systems and training
facilities geared to the promotion of satisfactory planning process, etc. We need
to compare notes on these problems and learn from each other’'s experience for
the mutual benefit of all. A beginning can already be made at this colloquy for a
critical self-examination with the conviction that understanding a problem is the
first step towards solving it.

We, in the developing countries, need help. But are we doing enough to help
ourselves? Our deliberations in the coming days will, hopefully, provide the
answer to this question.

Along with a few self-evident truths, the North-South dialogue has sprouted
an array of misconceptions. Foremost among these is the notion that the South
has been weighed down by constant disagreement on matters of pressing
concern. | suspect here that loudness has been confused with inefficiency. The
traditional low-key approach of the West to in-house differences is a feature
which we might want to emulate, but our judgement should not be clouded
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iv)] To undertake special joint projects to tackle specific contemporary pro-
blems of concern to all faiths, for example, poverty, racial discrimination,
slavery, freedom fighting, self-determination, status of religious es-
tablishments such as Jerusalem.

| need not elaborate on these suggestions. Their importance and urgency are
evident. | look forward to taking part in the discussions which | hope will be
marked by objectivity, intellectual rigour and personal humility.
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It is clear that in order to face contemporary challenges and pressures, more
and more people are directing their efforts towards a search for an ethical
framework and a spiritual identity. This trend must be encouraged. Likewise, |
am aware that serious and sincere attempts are being made in different fora in
all parts of the world to promote an inter-faith dialogue. We must learn from
experience already gained and coordinate our efforts to strengthen the
momentum of our undertaking.

Our discussions here at Windsor can be a step towards promoting a spirit of
genuine dialogue, rooted not only in a desire to understand and appreciate each
other’'s position, but also informed by a sense of shared desire to put across our
perceptions, attitudes and concerns. A mere statement of our various positions
will not take us far. Nor will a classical debate. no matter how scholarly, have
more than a momentary impact. | would like to propose that we seek a pro-
gramme of action which would continue well after our deliberations have come
to a close--a programme that is pragmatic in approach, would identify areas of
common endeavour and be carried out in a spirit of tolerance and compassion.
In this regard, few suggestions come to mind, but others will certainly arise in
the course of our deliberations. These suggestions may be formulated as foll-
ows:

i) To map out areas of common interest and concern to the monotheistic
religions of the world. A consideration of religious ethics and man’'s re-
lationship with God and the community, the spiritual dimension versus the
assertions of materialistic values in the contemporary world, will be of
paramount relevance in this field.

ii) To study the nature of current world difficulties arising from areas of
conflict. An examination of the historical legacy, inherent and latent an-
tagonism, grievances and misconceptions in a manner conducive to an
achievement of common goals will be essential. How to ensure that, in a
turbulent world, religion is not made subservient to politics. How to
transform status quo into a dynamic movement which would defreeze
polarisation and help the people of the Book to move forward in unison.

iil) To examine the salient features of detrimental images and portrayal re-
sulting from stereotyped perceptions. The aim should be to dispel mi-
sconceptions and promote appreciation of the position and status of re-
ligious communities resident in the West and in the Muslim World, in order
to defuse social tensions and communal disturbances.
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conquered lands, stretching from remote corners of Asia and Africa to the heart
of Europe, it was perceived as rival faith with the added lure of an appealing
culture-- all these factors contributed to provoking widespread fear, suspicion,
and hatred of Muslims in one form or another has persisted. Despite the
decline in Muslim economic, political and military power during the last cen-
turies, traditional prejudices persist among the non-Muslims. As Wilfred
Cantwell Smith observes in his book ““Islam in Modern History'’, ‘until Karl Marx
and the rise of communism, the Prophet organised and launched the only ser-
ious challenge to Western civilisation that it has faced in the whole course of its
history..’

In the absence of serious efforts to dispel ignorance, the commonly held
view of Muslims remains hopelessly distorted — a mixture of curry and petrol,
fanaticism and backwardness. The emerging phenomenon of the so-called
‘Islamic fundamentalism’ has provided the media with more material for further
misrepresentation. Being aware that the issue of fundamentalism will be ad-
dressed in detail by other speakers, | shall not dwell on it here, but let me
emphasise that the lack of understanding of the real social and political forces
behind this movement only reduce the chances of moderation and centrism,
which are the hallmark of the Islamic faith. Continuing sectariar divisions and
rivalries both in Islam and in Christianity exacerbate the problem.

If religion is made subservient to political games or myopic politics used to
exploit religious differences, one can only expect persistent trouble and tri-
bulation. Measures against such temptations can only be strengthened by
greater public awareness of what unites us and not what divides us. There is
need, therefore, to sensitise and educate public opinion. In terms of education,
the young, in particular, need our urgent attention. Foundations for tolerance,
compassion and mutual understanding must be laid at an early stage. Just as
there is an increasing emphasis on fundamental human rights, so should there
be greater awareness of spiritual needs as compared to material gains.

Gone are the days when Cartesian logic, scientific enlightenment and
material progress were the sole goals of human endeavour. Even scientists
working in the outer frontiers of advanced mathematics and physics are making
us aware of the great mystery of the universe to which our holy books refer.
They talk in terms bordering on mysticism. However, if we are to make religious
faith a living reality, its language must be modern and its content relevant to
contemporary problems. We cannot aim at human fraternity if we continue to
fall prey to bigotry on the one hand and indifference on the other.
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More recently, Bernard Lewis, in his latest book ‘The Jews of Islam’, pu-
blished earlier this year, makes the point that relations between other religious
communities and the Muslim State were ‘regulated by law’. Both Christians and
Jews ‘were able to survive societies founded by Muslims and governed by the
laws of Islam’. The ‘Medieval symbiosis of Jews and Arabs...” gave rise to ‘a
Judaeo-Islamic tradition parallel to the Judaeo-Christian tradition of which we
are accustomed to speak in the modern world’. That tradition did not come to
an end, in Lewis’'s view, until the rise of the Palestinian question and the cre-
ation of the State of Israel, with a ‘consequent embitterment of relations bet-
ween Jews and Arabs everywhere’.

If conducted in a spirit of tolerance, practicality and mutuality of interest,
dialogue among Christians, Jews and Muslims becomes both feasible and
potentially useful. Dialogue is a salient feature of Muslim teachings and prac-
tice, and is, in the Qu’ran, the path to knowledge and means of faith. A close
analysis of the relevant texts shows that the Qu’'ran treats dialogue as a disci-
pline which answers human needs and follows a set of objectives and a clear
methodology. The Prophet is not a warder, but an advocate calling people to
God, without coercing anybody into belief:

‘Call to the way of the Lord with wisdom and goodly exhortation, and
argue with them in the best manner. Surely the Lord knows best him who
strays from His path, and He knows best those who go aright.” (16/125)

The Qu‘ran calls on Muslims to be peaceful and considerate as long as they
are not attacked. It shows them the path to moderation and the middle ground.
‘Centrism’ is recommended as the desirable attitude in both social and political
terms. Muslims are asked to start by assembling points of common agreement,
then to proceed to consolidate them so that they may serve as a basis for
further agreement which can be subscribed to by all parties. The Qu’'ran further
states that dialogue was employed by all Prophets before Mohammad--Noah,
Abraham, Moses and Jesus and others--in spreading the word of God.

The Qu'ran emphasises the inherent unity among the monotheistic faiths and
the common principles that bind them. Neither violence, racism, discrimination
nor parochialism can be condoned. Islam calls for a true internationalism, based
on equality and justice.Unfortunately, long-standing and deep-rooted prejudices
and deliberate attempts to misrepresent in order to promote conflict, continue
to have a strongly negative influence on the non-Muslim view of Islam. The
extraordinary rapidity with which Islam spread soon after the death of the
Prophet: the momentum it kept up for centuries after and the fact that in all
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ill-founded pride. Misunderstandings and misconceptions have hampered con-
structive action and deepened differences, instead of removing them. As people
of the Book, we have common assets which we must explore and exploit for our
mutual benefit. We are all believers in God. We have comparable sets of ‘do’s’
and ‘don’‘ts’. Despite historical differences, most of us do aspire to peace,
progress and justice. Stripped to their essence, our values are compatible and
our beliefs complementary. Can we not, then, agree to draw up an agenda of
reciprocal benefits that would emphasise restraint, moderation and mutual
respect? Can we not contribute to even-handedness across the board--in the
media, in our places of worship in our educational systems and in our per-
ceptions and attitudes?

In order to follow such an agenda, we must first avoid the stumbling blocks
that have hampered progress in the past. One of these may have been merely a
question of chronology. Islam was the last revealed religion, and was therefore
preceived by Christianity and Judaism, which had preceded it, as an attempt to
rearrange their own traditions and values. It constituted a threat. As for Mu-
slims, they saw the older creeds as incomplete versions of their own com-
prehensive religion. However, they had less cause for trepidation and more for
conciliation than the earlier faiths. For them, the search for the ceinmon ground
was a decree from heaven as much as a dictate of common sense and a re-
quirement of co-existence. Islam, therefore, not only teaches tolerance towards
other religions, it also places Christianity and Judaism in a privileged position.

‘Contend not with the people of the Book except on the basis of that
which is best, but contend not at all with such of them as are unjust. Tell
them: We believe in that which has been revealed to us, and in that which
has been revealed to you: Our God and your God is one; and to him we
submit.” (29/46)

In addition to the Qu’ran and the sayings of the Prophet the tradition and
practice of Muslims through the centuries, both as individuals and as a com-
munity, attest to their attitude of tolerance. In his evidence to the Anglo-
American Committee of Enquiry on Palestine, Chaim Weizman, the Zionist leader
and first president of the State of Israel, said the following:

‘I wouldn’t like to do any injustice; the Muslim World has treated the Jews
with considerable tolerance. The Ottoman Empire received the Jews with
open arms when they were driven out of Spain, and the Jews should
never forget that.’
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continue, in a few years we will not only be too many on this planet, but a vast
majority of the population will consist of young people. While one third of
these young people will be living in a post-industrial society, two-thirds will be
struggling through pre-industrial misery. The gap between the North and the
South will widen. Moreover, if environmental degradation is allowed to continue
at its current rate in the name of development and progress, it will soon assume
catastrophic proportions, further exacerbating the situation. Unfortunately, the
erosion of traditional values and the weakening of established institutions
seems unlikely to disappear. The pressures of the ever-growing urban society,
the tensions of ‘modern’ life and the struggle for emotional and physical sur-
vival, may leave man little time or energy to pause and reflect and search his
mind and soul for possible solutions to his overwhelming problems. Will the
vyouth of tomorrow who will inherit this turbulent world, be able to muster the

strength they require? How can we hope to guide them unless we practise what
we preach?

It is in this context that we must examine the role of religion and the
importance of spiritual belief. For religion concerns, after all, not only the re-
lation of the soul to God, but the relation of man to his fellow human beings. It
provides, simultaneously, both spiritual guidance and a powerful code of social
conduct — if one is neglected in favour of the other, a malevolent disequilibrium
ensues, if both are neglected in favour of material gain, inspired by selfish
motives, decline and destruction inevitably follow.

In the developed countries today. religion is often met with indifference;
whilst in the developing world, it is bogged down by ritual and dogma. On the
whole, the relevance of religion to the demands of contemporary society is only
dimly perceived, even though man’s search for truth and his need for harmony,
both within himself and with those around him, remains undiminished.

It is for this reason that | am ccnvinced that our joint efforts now, and in the
future, will stand to gain if we adopt a practical approach, relevant to the needs
of modern society. Erudition must make room for praticality. Scholarly research
in the religious field, though it has its place, risks losing much of its value if it is
found wanting in relevance to ‘real’ life. Instead of merely digging deeper and
deeper into the past for its own sake, we must make our research more than
mere academic exercise and become future-oriented.

My plea for practicality is, in fact, a reaction to past and recent history of
relations between Christians, Jews and Muslims. More often than not, our in-
dividual efforts have suffered from parochial attitudes, from excessive zeal or
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THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK: A COMMON PERSPECTIVE

A man of religion with a sense of humour once remarked that the grace of
God is distributed denominationally. Many may think that we are assembled
here today by the grace of God, to discuss equal distribution of His grace. This
reminds me of Bertrand Russell who, as a pacifist, was once jailed in this
country for his peace-mongering activities. His jailer, checking on his particulars,
asked him what his religion was. Russell jubilantly replied that he was an ag-
nostic. The gaoler did not quite understand and said, ‘I have heard of Christians
and Jews and Muslims and such like, but never of agnostics.’ Then he shook his
head, thought for a while and added, ‘Well, it does not really matter. We all
believe in the same God, don’'t we?’

We, the people of the Book, who believe in the same God, are meeting today
not merely for a dispassionate exchange of views on our points of convergence
and divergence--that is of course important, but also, as is even more im-
portant, to establish the relevance of our beliefs to the demands of contempo-
rary society. | have no pretension to address you as a theologian, a moralist, or
as a philosopher. | would rather speak to you as a human being who is deeply
concerned about the continuing degradation of human society and the in-
creasing spiritual alienation of man.

What binds us together here is not just our common humanity, it is also our
monotheistic faith and our historical heritage. We share a spiritual responsibi-
lity, cemented by centuries of interaction and in that context, our differences
are those of a closely-knit family which shares, nonetheless, common beliefs
and aspirations.

Our diversity should, therefore, enrich our unity, not impoverish our hearts
and minds with petty wrangling, although admittedly, in historical terms it
would seem that, as the dictum goes, ‘Nulla discordia major quam quae a rel-
gione fit’, there is no disagreement greater than that which proceeds from re-
ligion.

Mankind today stands at a crossroad. For the first time in human history,
man is capable of destroying life on this planet. Our awareness of the possi-
bility, | hesitate to call it probability, of global suicide has become even more
acute with the recently researched phenomenon of ‘nuclear winter’. Some of us,
in this global village, are busy spending astronomical sums in order to conquer
space, while many are starving trying desperately to survive conditions of ex-
treme misery and deprivation. At the same time, if the present population trends
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rangement whereby the states of the region, independent and sovereign as they
are, could live in an atmosphere of peace and cooperation. This will never be
achieved unless the aggregate rights of the Palestine Arabs in their own ance-
storal homeland are guaranteed. Though we live in a world where the line of
detente should be indivisible, the overwhelming reality today is that the ma-
nagement of strategy and resources prevails over the understanding of human
dignity. The trend towards fundamentalism and the discrediting of liberal middle
ground is the obvious outcome. | know that our discussions here today will bear
these essential facts in mind.
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superpowers are in a position to resume their active role on the international
political scene.

Europe, and organisations like the Liberal International, can play an important
role. Their initiative should be designed to serve as the basis for a collaborative
international effort, not only to defuse the threatening situation but to provide
the appropriate climate, the framework, the venue and the vehicle which may
contribute to solving the outstanding problems of the world, amongst which
Palestine must rank as a high priority.

Jordan and the other Arab governments seek a peaceful settlement to the
Palestine question. Palestinians want a peaceful settlement of their problem.
The Arab constituency for peace, despite terrible provocations and di-
sappointments, has persisted but it cannot maintain its strength if its voice is
lost in the wilderness and its calls go unheard. They want peace and reconci-
liation allowing people if different ethnicity and religion to live side by side. |
belong to a family that has had a long tradition of promoting brotherhood and
cooperation between the nations of the world.

In this part of the world and in this age we have aimed for peace and social
harmony among all our people on the basis of a centrist approach to our
comtemporary problem. The politics of the middle ground, steering a deliberate
middle course, which has been Jordan’'s response to the politics of the ex-
tremes, faces serious dangers that threaten not only to undermine the political
process of all states in the region, but to jeopardise their very survival. Ir-
redentist, populist and religiously fanatical political movements all over the
Middle East have had an abrupt impact on Arab society and politics. The denial
of legitimate rights, compounded by the pluralist composition of Arab society
and to maintain its ethnic and religious diversity, has allowed rampant extre-
mism to dominate the conduct of public affairs. Social diversity has assumed an
ever-increasing importance in the struggle for different origins and divergent
aims. The politics of fanaticism have added a new dimension to social conflict
and the polarisation of communities. The continuation of this trend will not
further undermine the development of a sound, healthy and representative po-
litical process, but it will contribute to the fragmentation of all the states of the
region, as it has done to the most successive pluralist state, Lebanon, in the
last few years.

The middle ground is a concept which could become operative in the area of
Jordan and the occupied territories utilising the manpower of the area and the
oil wealth of the peninsular states. Our vision ideally is that of a Benelux ar-
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Lewis poignantly puts it, ““a political order unrelated to the past or present, and
profoundly irrelevant to the needs of the future’”. The system was doomed from
the very outset, since it failed to respond to the deeply felt personal needs of
the Arabs or satisfy their nationalist demands for independence and unity. The
shame of it all is that the mandatory powers and their representatives contri-
buted to these abuses as much by their patronising attitude and questionable
conduct towards parliamentary government as by the unwarranted interference
that prevented the evolution of a more responsive system, more attuned to Arab
tradition. It was their overt and covert activities that eventually led to the ra-
dicalisation of Arab politics. The outcome became a foregone conclusion: the
rejection of the systems as an undesirable semblance of unwarranted Western
influence. It was part and parcel of the Arab endeavour for independence and
assertion of their own integrity.

As you are well aware the question of Palestine continues to plague our
relation$ with the liberal West. | feel that our relations with the fundamentalist
West are already polarised. The central problem in the Middle East conflict has
been, and continues to be the denial of the legitimate rights of the people of
Palestine. It has been the most prominent elementin along lasting process. It was
there when A.G. Balfour sat down to draft that infamous declaration in 1917; it has
remained in the policies drawn up, by not only the government of Israel but by
others including the U.S.

The question is really no longer one of negotiations but what to negotiate
The Jews have exercised. their right to national self-determination with the help
of all the resources of the liberal West but no-one seems prepared to grant the
Palestinians similar rights.

At issue today is the cardinal principle enunciated in UN Resolution 242 and
reiterated in many other resolutions and proposals. The principle calls for the
exchange of peace for territory, or in the words of my brother His Majesty King
Hussein, who lent a hand in framing its provisions, total peace for total with-
drawal. It is this principle which is non-negotiable.

As the two superpowers are terribly preoccupied with what appear to be
more pressing domestic and geo-strategic matters, Jordan has called for the
convening of an international peace conference to break the deadlock and re-
vitalise the peace process. We regard it as imperative that the process is kept
alive so that other powers can exert their influence not only on the parties
involved in the dispute, but on the two superpowers so that the gulf separating
them may be bridged. The peace momentum must be maintained until the
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and preserve the political and national integrity of its people. Naive, | suppose,
they were, but they were new and innocent practitioners in the complex and
devious game of international statecraft.

What they could not fathom was the importance of the Arab East as a vital
strategic area and that British policy was framed to protect its own essential
interests: namely, the safety of British imperial lines of communications and
exploitation of the region’s rich oil resources. The immediate objective of the
policy was to achieve effective domination of the Arab regions and populations,
and to attempt to organise them so as to ensure permanent possession or
influence. Usually this was done through the manipulation of a combination of
financial, economic and military sanctions.

This attitude was overtly expressed when a British observer referred to the
Arab territories after the First World War as constituting “"‘the first brown do-
minion, not the last brown colony’’. At present, the method is different but the
purpose appears to be the same in determining the approach and policy of the
two superpowers, the United States and the Soviet Union.

To pursue a policy based on the strategic importance of an area and to
ignore its people is always dangerous: in this case it was to have large and
unexpected ramifications both for the West and for the Arabs. The problem was
compounded when the independence movement began to gather strength and
momentum. British and French officials, who were implanted in every depart-
ment of the new governments to take on the role of benevolent supervisors,
generally persisted in regarding it as the immature projection of adolescent
intellectuals, or the work of fanatical agitators who were fighting the wars of
yesteryear.

The collapse of the liberal constitutional system of government in the Arab
East could not be blamed entirely on the selfishness or heavy-handedness of
imperial and mandatory powers. There were other, more crucial, reasons which
made it unworkable at the time. The indigenous political leaders had insufficient
familiarity and little training, as well as inadequate support, for the task of
operating the system. It was, in all practical terms, an alien system transferred
ready-made not only from another country but from another civilisation. It was
imported by Western or Westernised leadership and imposed on states whose
societies had not evolved independently into mature political communities. As
such, it could not respond adequately to the strains and stresses of Arab so-
ciety, nor could it reconcile the incompatible demands of a nationalist
movement with the interest of an imperial power. The result was, as Bernard
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fundamentalist school, which has sought to remould the present in the image of
the past.

Throughout the Muslim World, and particularly in the Middle East, there be-
gan a serious attempt to introduce and operate a system of liberal democracy,
the subject of my immediate concern, with written constitutions, elected
sovereign legisiators, independent judiciaries, political parties and a free press.
Soon after the First World War, the countries of the Arab East followed suit, only
to have their brave demarche frustated by the provisions of the post-war sett-
lement. The Arabs found their cultivated sense of national integrity shattered by
the division of their national domain into states and zones of influence for the
purpose of accommodating the strategic interests of their European allies. The
shock was even more traumatic when they realised that their aspirations for
complete independence were no longer attainable. Under these conditions, the
cautious Arab guest for a modern political process no longer concentrated on
the system of government, but on the two precepts that initially determined the
nature of the Arab national struggle: Arab independence and the unity of the
Arab homeland.

Today, everywhere in the Arab East, the experiment with the liberal consti-
tutional system of government appears to have failed. Democratic institutions
have been abandoned in many of the Arab states in favour cf a more totalitarian
system of government. In other states of the region, the adaptation of the
Western system of government is in such a state of disrepair or collapse that
the search for a viable alternative has been active for some years past.

The distrust which has characterised Arab-Western relations began to cry-
stalise gradually. The alliance gave way to a sentiment of betrayal and bad faith
at the Western reluctance to honour their pledges to the Arabs. The peace
settlement transformed that disillusionment into hostility and outright rejection
of whatever the West had to offer. The anti-Western mode of thought was so
pervasive that governmental institutions adapted from Western practices were
seen as tﬁe embodiment of that Western domination which had become only
too real and obvious.

The purpose of Western collaboration with the Arabs was no longer perceived
as purely for the benefit of the Arabs so that they might gain their independent
nationhood, but to serve, first and foremost, the imperial interests of the West.
It was a sudden revelation for many of the Arab leaders, including members of
my own Hashemite family, that the West Europeans and the British in particular,
had not ventured to the Arab East to vindicate the emergence of an Arab nation
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It was this political legacy with which Arab modernising rulers and religious
reformers had had to contend since the beginnings of the nineteenth century.
Many of them came to the conclusion that, in the absence of a divine formula
for government, embodied in an institutional framework which could truly be re-
garded as Islamic, they could chart their own way and devise their own modes
of government. It was at this juncture that modern European ideas and concepts
began to make an impact on Muslim societies in the East. Until then, and
despite the vicissitudes of Muslim rulers, traditional Islam continued to view
European Christendom as a political rival and an enemy of Muslim doctrine and
power. Muslims were apt to dismiss European civilisation as something in-
complete, superceded, and above all, irreligious. Their attitude was essentially
derived from the absolute conviction of the irrefutable superiority of their own
way of life and the validity of their faith as the last of the divine messages to
mankind.

The further problem that obstructed the efforts of the religious reformers
was the difficulty of developing secular political theories out of their religion.
This was particularly hard since Islam is distinguished from other religions by
virtue of being a sacred juridical system. The result is that political thoughts
and concepts in Muslim countries areoften derived from European philosophic
and political traditions, although they are applied in a Muslim context and with
an Islamic content. They are concerned mainly with two issues which have been
formulated in European terms — the quest for political independence coupled
with the establishment of a sovereign stateon the one hand, and on the other, the
search for determinants of the nature and limits of government. In this process,
the reformers have had to rely not so much on the letter of inherited wisdom
but on the spirit and essence of Islamic doctrine. Pursuing this major, if long
neglected, principle of interpretation, Muslims were able to chart the way for
their own future and determine the nature of state and government. They came
to the conclusion that there was no fundamental incompatibility between the
concept of the nation-state and Islam, or between Islam and the principles of
constitutional government.

It was conceded that though internal weakness and error, as well as external
pressure and influence, Islamic values and standards had been distorted and
corrupted. Their conclusion was that true Islam, a dynamic, humane, liberal and
living religion, must be rejuvenated and defended if the Muslims were ever to
withstand Western attacks and survive divergent schools of thought. There was,
on the one hand, the school of liberalism, which called for the establishment of
a modern Westernised system of government and society, and, on the other. the
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tration, education, health and transport. But above all, changes were in the
laws governing the status of the individual. Muslims and non-Muslims were
called upon to bear arms in defence of not just the community but of the ter-
ritorial state.

This was particularly significant as it led to the wholesale secularisation of
government institutions. The purpose was clearly to infuse into the Muslim
way of life, what was thought to be the essence of European civilisation. It
brought with it the liberal traditions of European liberalism: constitutional
government, freedom of political thought and expression, and parliamentary
democracy.

However, the Arab and Muslim communities had to endure considerable
difficulties in order to implement these changes. Europe pursued self-interested

policies for immediate gain and disillusionment set early.

To the Muslims, the purpose of Islam is not simply to exhort the faithful to
do good and avoid evil, but to construct a perfect and righteous society--a com-
munity in which the divine laws of God will prevail. Islam, as such, knows no
distinction between a religious and a temporal realm. There can be no differ-
entiation between state and church, since there is no church in Islam. The state
is, in theory at least, an integral part of the religious law. Both religion and
Politics--the spiritual and secular dimensions of the state - form a unity under
the all - embracing laws of al-Sharia. Thus, the Islamic concept of the state is
that of a perfect and immutable entity within the Islamic tradition.

Under this generally acknowledged dispensation, the individual Muslim, Arab
or otherwise, is confronted with an important obstacle in the evolution of cer-
tain political notions. The obstacle, however, is more apparent than real. Tra-
ditionally, Muslims have been unable to study politics as a completely separate
discipline from the traditional approach to religious jurisprudence. Because of
this, vital problems arose concerning the nature of the state, the concepts of
authority and power, the variety of government institutions, the attributes and
qualifications of rule and the limitations on the use of power, which have not
been felt to need a comprehensive or decisive situation. Despite the gradual
adoption of civil codes, those beliefs, as well as others, such as individual rights
and obligations, could not be examined and assessed except within the jea-
lously guarded laws of Islamic jurisprudence. The nationalist struggle had cast

such a dark shadow that modern Arabs had little time and no intellectual will to
tackle these fundamental problems.
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religious minorities whose rights are guaranteed in texual injunctions. First and
foremost there is no compulsion in our religion - La ikrah fi al-din-2/256. This is
clear and categorical. The Holy Book also proclaims:

*Harken ye who disbelive: | do not worship what you worship, nor do you
worship what | worship”.

The chapter ends with a terse but clear statement, if | may put it like that:
You have your religion and | have mine’ 109/2-7.

Yet, the people of the Book, the believers in the Abrahamic religions are
marked out for privileged treatment when the Qur'an states:

"Contend not with people of the Book except on the basis of that which is
the best, but contend not at all with such of them as are unjust. Tell them: we
believe in that which has been revealed to us, and in that which has been
revealed to you: Our God and your God is One; and to Him we submit’. 29/37

Without labouring the point, the tolerance has been attested to by a variety
of non-Muslims. It may surprise however to have a testimony from Chaim
Weizman, the Zionist leader and first president of the State of Israel. In his
evidence to the Anglo-American Committee of Enquiry on Palestine, he said the
following:

] wouldn’t like to do any injustice; the MuslimWorld has treated the Jews
with considerable tolerance. The Ottoman Empire (of which we, Arabs were a
part) received the Jews with open arms when they were driven out of Spain. and
the Jews should never forget that'.

He added that ““on the other hand it's no use ignoring the fact that these
great humanitarian traditions are now under the pressure of modern
nationalisms. | wonder whose nationalism we have to contend with nowadays?.

After this worthy digression, let us return to our subject of dialogue with
European liberals. Starting soon after the French Revolution, following the Na-
poleonic expedition to Egypt in 1798, a period of readjustment and change
swept through the Arabic speaking Muslim Middle East and the Ottoman State
as a whole. It culminated in the wholesale adoption of many European concepts
and methods of government. By the middle of the 19th century the introduction
of fundamental reform had gone so far that the period became known as that of
the tanzimat--reorganisation--and the launching of the new order--nizami
jadid. Considerable care had to be taken to justify and explain the intro-
duction of measures to reorganise the armed forces, government, adminis-
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Looking around the contemporary Middle East and the Muslim World and at
all the fundamentalist movements that have committed atrocities in the name of
religion or ideolgy, you could hardly be blamed for concluding that there is
neither the room nor the basis for a dialogue with the liberals of the Liberal Inter-
national. Conversely you may be so bold as to suggest that what this part of the
globe really needs is a massive infusion of liberalism with all its attributes.

Allow me to disabuse you for a moment. This part of the world requires more
than a dose of liberalism. It badly needs a touch of intellectual generosity and
an objective analysis of its very human problems which is where | feel certain,
that the liberal parties represented here can make a very useful contribution.
The interaction or dialectic relationship as some may prefer to call it between
our Arab-Islamic culture and liberal values, method and traditions has been
deep and long. Indeed it characterised the movement which led to the emer-
gence of the modern nation and state. Our encounter with the liberal age has
always been ambivalent, to the extent that the present state of affairs is but a
trough on a continual graph.

There are three main features to this encounter; the first two are the results
of sustained relations with a dominant European civilisation, while the third is
the reaction to the same.

1. The revival of a more liberal method in the interpretation of religious tenets
in accordance with the long accepted Islamic system of consensus, (I
jam’a), analogy, (gias), and public interest.

2 . The actual introduction of a liberal, constitutional and representative
system of government with all the attributes and priorities of democratic
parliaments.

3. Uunfortunately, however, growth and development of both, liberal religious
interpretation and the parliamentary system have been stunted by the
machinations of imperial and other interests in the West. The denial to the
indigenous people of their legitimate rights to independence and
nationhood has set in motion a process culminating in the present si-
tuation. Consequently the Muslim World has found it difficult to manifest
some of the ideals that you are accustomed to preaching both at home
and abroad.

Before | take up these aspects of our dialogue | want to point out, and rather
emphatically, that Islam is a religion of tolerance. It is an egalitarian faith. Islam
is a religion which is defined in relation to a divine text, namely the Holy Qur’an.
The text is clear and leaves no room for doubt. It provides for the protection of
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PRELIMINARY AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION: MUSLIM /CHRISTIAN
DIALOGUE

1. To map out areas of common interest and concern to the monotheistic
religions of the world. A consideration of religious ethics and man’s re-
lationship with God and the community, the spiritualist dimension versus
the assertions of materialistic values in the contemporary world will be of
paramount relevance in this field.

2 . To study the nature of the current difficulties arising from areas of conflict.
An examination of the historical legacy, inherent and latent antagonism,
grievances and misconceptions in a manner conducive to the common goal
will be essential.

3 . To examine the salient feature of detrimental images and protrayal arising
from stereotyped perception. The aim is to dispel misapprehension and
gain an appreciation of the position and status of religious communities
resident in Europe or the Muslim World in order to relieve social tension.

4 . To undertake special joint projects to tackle a specific problem or aspect
of concern to all religions and believers, such as slavery, freedom fighting,
self-determination, status of religious establishments and the position of
Jerusalem.
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Jordan and the other Arab governments want a peaceful settlement to the
Palestine question. They seek peace and reconciliation which allow peoples of
different ethnicity and various religious denominations to live side by side. The
region’s meagerness of resources demands the reduction, if not the abandon-
ment, of their huge and expensive defence and armament programmes. These
limited resources must be diverted towards economic development and re-
construction.

The time is opportune for a just and lasting settlement of the Arab-israeli
conflict. The prerequisites are clear. The Palestine Arabs, under lIsraeli oc-
cupation and in disaspora, must be allowed the right to national self-deter-
mination. The international community, including the United States, and impli-
citly even Israel, has recognised that the Palestine problem is at the core of the
continuing Middle East tragedy. Moreover, Israel must withdraw from the ter-
ritories occupied in the 1967 war. The withdrawal may iead to the introduction
of security measures and guarantees. Normalisation of relations, minor territorial
adjustments, arms or forces limitation, multi-national observers, demilitarised
zones and the like, may become an integral part of a peace agreement. Such
exchanges, however, must come about as a result of negotiations aimed at
mutual security and not the use of force or threat of permanent occupation.
Whatever happens, the search for peace must go on, not only for the sake of
Arabs and Jews, but for that of the world.

The alternative to peace is also clear. Radical notions of popular resistance
have led a number of Arab observers and strategists to believe that time is on the
Arab side and it will be the most decisive factor in Israel’s eventual defeat and
collapse. Their current frustrations with Israel’s military prowess, conjures up
further Israeli expansion until the Srocess becomes detrimental to Israel’s own
security and stability as a state. Seizure of Arab land would increase the de-
mographic pressure on the Israeli ability to control the situation. The more Arab
population Israel has under its domination the more difficult it will become to
administer. As Israel’s resources are stretched beyond the limits of their ca-
pability, then the Arabs will be in a position to swamp the Israelis and
overwhelm them, or harry and harrass them, as in southern Lebanon until they
are driven out. The argument is not without its own attractions, but it is rather
millennial in nature. Moreover, the demographic change taking place in the
occupied territories of the West Bank and Gaza points to a different outcome in
the immediate future. It will mean that not only we, but future generations, have
to be condemned to an endless, perpetual conflict until the end of time.
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The fundamental problem in the Middle East conflict is the denial of the
legitimate right of the Palestine people to a national homeland on their national
soil. Land for peace is a basic principle embodied in U.N. resolutions and is the
major objective of peace negotiations. It is this principle which is non-ne-
gotiable. Its full implementation should be the subject of negotiations and such
a principle cannot be set aside or confused with the concept of what certain
Israelis may describe as an unacceptable precondition. As long as the two
superpowers are preoccupied with domestic and geo-political considerations, it
is unlikely that decisive action will be forthcoming in the next few months. Yet
it is imperative that the peace process is kept alive and it is for this reason that
other powers must exert their moral influence. The European Community is well
placed to take the initiative in this field. Jordan sincerely hopes that the Eu-
ropean heads of government will be in a position to discuss the matter in the
near future and propose a fresh initiative to supplement the Venice Declaration
of 1980. We must maintain the peace momentum until the two superpowers are
in a position to resume their active role on the international political scene.
Their initiative should be designed to serve as a basis for a collaborative inter-
national effort which is not only directed at the resolution of outstanding global
problems, but at defusing the tension which prevails and threatens world peace.

Europe can still make a considerable contribution in two fields. The European
Community of states should strive towards an understanding whereby the
identity of the West Bank and Gaza is not prejudiced further by occupation
measures leading to de facto annexation.

The Arab municipalities on the occupied territories are short of money de-
spite the fact that Jordan has been bearing the cost of public services there.
Financial assistance would revive their ailing institutions and services and
promote their commercial enterprises. Israel does not allow funds from the
Jordan-PLO joint committee in Amman to be used for Palestinian development,
because it regards the money as tainted.It has even stopped funds from more
disinterested sources. It may find it difficult to embargo donations from its
trading partners in the EC which could serve both the immediate interests of
the people concerned and the fairness of the ultimate agreement.

Secondly, Europe can help in the crystalisation of proposals for a permanent
and just peace. Basic and comprehensive definitions of the interests of the
parties are required. The European states have had a long history of wars and
their settlement among nations. They have acquired special expertise of crisis-
management. They should lend a hand to ascertain the facts and make positive
proposals that would produce tangible results.
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expect Jordan's interest to be secondary to that of Israel. They do not seem to
realise that our constituency is as important to us as theirs is to them.

The congressional initiative to move the U.S. embassy in Israel to occupied
Jerusalem--a city whose legal status is indeterminate, and half of which was
seized by force of arms in 1967--is tantamount to U.S. sanction of a violation of
international law. There is no reason for this move except an electoral con-
sideration, particulary as the State of Israel is said to oppose the measure.
When Israel was set up in 1948, Tel Aviv was the seat of government. The city of
Jerusalem was divided between Jordan and lIsrael. Although Israel moved some
government offices to West Jerusalem, the U.S. resolved not to take a unilateral
action that would preempt a negotiated settlement on the final status of the city.
This diplomatic position has not changed and the attempt by members of
Congress to alter it in an election year is made for obvious reasons. It may be
nothing more than an ’‘election ploy', but it further erodes U.S.-Arab colla-
boration in the search for peace.

The question is no longer one of negotiations but of what to negotiate, and
whether the U.S. can still command the political will to be an effective mediator
in the Arab-Israeli dispute. At issue is the principle enunciated in U.N.Resolution
242 which calls for the return of the occupied Arab land by Israel in return for
Arab recognition of the Jewish state. The U.S. must demonstrate that its com-
mitment to this principle is not only sincere, but with greater relevance, is valid.

It has become questionable whether the foundations laid by U.N.Resolution
242 for peace negotiations are still viable. The Israeli authorities, through
American inaction, have aborted every attempt to keep the peace momentum
going. While Jordan has been striving for an accommodation with the leadership
of the PL O and other Palestinians on the question of a political settlement,
Israel has spared no measure to frustrate this effort. Nonetheless, and despite
threats of Israeli reprisals, a delegation of prominent leaders from the West
Bank arrived in Amman last March to press for Jordanian-Palestinian coope-
ration. The U.S. was disinclined to seek approval for the participation by 160
members of the Palestine National council from the occupied West Bank and
Gaza to attend a planned session of the Council whose purpose is to evolve a
joint political platform. Israel is intimidating the silent majority of the Palestinian
people under occupation in the latter’'s legitimate demand to exercise their right
to self-determination. Yet the American Congress continues to reward Israeli
belligerence. to punish Arab moderation and to frustrate the Israeli peace lobby
itself. Is it any wonder that Jordanians feel disillusioned with the American
approach to peace in the Middle East?
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Lebanese state is struggling for its very survival as an integral entity. Prolonged
civil war and foreign domination may leave the country permanently fragmented.

The involvement of the superpowers in such a strategic area of the world is
perhaps inevitable, but their approach has often been ambiguous and counter-
productive. Occasionally they appear to be responding to domestic political
pressures which have little to do with their foreign policy interests. Nothing is
more indicative of this tendency, than the deployment and sudden withdrawal of
the American contingent in the multi-national peace keeping force in Lebanon.
The approach lacked a clear definition of common objectives with the United
States friends in and beyond the region.

The influence of Israel over the American electoral process in an election
year seems to blind American political leaders to the impact of their pro-
nounced impartiality on peace-making in the volatile Middle East. It is this
partisanship which makes the role of the U.S. as the honest peace broker
between the Arabs and Israelis untenable. An alliance between a mediator and
one party to a dispute makes the role of the U.S. more than suspect. It throws
aspersions on all those who are prepared to cooperate with the mediator in
this endeavour. American bias does not only lead to doubting the credibility of
the U.S. but to question inter alia Jordan’s position in the search for a just and
lasting settlement to the problem of Palestine.

It seems that pressurised by the influence of the Zionist lobby the U.S.
administration has been shifting its ground over crucial aspects of the Arab-ls-
raeli dispute illustrated most clearly in the changing views on one of the basic
canons of international law which forbids the acquisition of territory by war.

Israel has been .in occupation of Arab land for 17 years. During that period,
both Arab (East) Jerusalem and the occupied Syrian Golan Heights have been
annexed. Israeli leaders of various shades of political opinion have made un-
mistakable claims to the West Bank and Gaza.

Ironically as the settlements continue, the attitude of the U.S. has changed
increasingly in Israel’s favour. The settlement activity initially termed “illegal’’,
duly became an ““obstacle”, and finally ““an impediment’” to a peacefull sett-
lement of the Palestine question! If this deterioration in the American position
continues, the settlements may become, as His Majesty King Hussein puts it,
““Just an eyesore’’.

Jordan expects the U.S. to follow an even-handed approach to peace-making
in the Middle East. Yet it appears that certain political quarters in the U.S.
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right of the Palestine people to a homeland of their own.

Jordan has not only undertaken these talks with various segments of the
Palestinian people and their representatives but has also been in close touch
with other Arab countries to promote an Arab consensus for a peaceful sett-
lement of the Palestine question. The purpose is similar to that sought in the
talks with the PLO and other Palestinian representatives, namely the evolution
of an understanding between the Arab states directly in the conflict. The for-
mation of a joint Arab approach is an indispensable condition for the en-
largement of the negotiating process towards a comprehensive resolution of the
Palestine question and a general settlement of the problems of the Middle East.
It is realised that a unanimous Arab decision, as demanded by the Charter of the
Arab League is a serious disability. Thus Jordan has been advocating
amendments so that objections raised by a minority can be seen in the broader
context of promoting terra media in the search for peace.

The recent measures aimed at extending Israeli law to the occupided ter-
ritories constitute a violation of universally acknowledged provisions of in-
ternatinal law. Yet Jordan feels it is imperative that the peace process be kept
open and alive, through the UN and other intermediaries in order to maintain
momentum in the search for peace given the regional conflict of extremes.

Within this context, Jordan has sought the reintegration of Egypt into the
Arab fold, following the Arab boycott imposed in the wake of its ratification of
the peace treaty with Israel in 1979. The forceful stand Jordan took at the
recent Islamic summit held in Casablanca in favour of Egypt's readmission to
the Organisation of Islamic Conference is an indication of the endeavour to
strengthen and reinforce the peace constituency. The meeting between Pre-
sident Hosni Mubarak and Mr. Yasser Arafat, chairman of the PLO, following his
departure from Tripoli in Lebanon, was appreciated because of the positive
contribution Egypt can make.

Egypt's moral and diplomatic weight could also be used to resolve the crisis in
Lebanon. However looked at and examined, the problem in Lebanon must be
traced to the much more intractable difficulties which relate to the Arab-Israeli
dispute and the question of Palestine. Israel invaded that unfortunate nation,
undermined its sovereignty in order to destory the Palestine national movement,
symbolised by the presence of the P.L.O. The people of Lebanon continue to
suffer persecution and foreign occupation through no fault of theirown.Because
of the entrenched historical claims to parts of Lebanon, which have re-
grettably masked the ambitions of the numerous instigators of the conflict, the
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or abandoned. It has been repeatedly attested to by both Palestinians and
Jordanians alike. The unity of the two Banks,promulgated in 1950, was based on
the exercise of self-determination and the expression of free choice. The Jord-
anian act of unity stipulated, unreservedly, that the unification of the two Banks
would not prejudice the outcome of a final settlement to the Palestine question.
On their part, the PLO, designated as the sole legitimate representative of the
Palestine people in 1974, has affirmed its commitment to continue the close
association with Jordan. The bond was reaffirmed in a resolution of the
Palestine National Council meeting at Algiers in February 1983, to work towards
a confederation between Jordan and the Israeli occupied territories of the West
Bank and Gaza.

More recently, Jordan decided to reconvene its Parliament, suspended since
1974. The restoration of parliamentary institutions is bound to make a con-
siderable contribution towards the achievement of our fundamental aims. The
main purpose is the presevation of the Arab character of the Israeli-occupied
territories and their eventual liberation. The move is also designed to reassess
the inter-family relationship between the peoples of Jordan and Palestine. The
reconstruction of Parliament, half of whose 60 members are drawn from the
occupied West Bank, releases the political pulse which has remained frozen for
sometime and enhances popular participation in the decision making process.
The elected Chamber of Deputies provides a platform for the frec expression of
political aspirations.

In addition to the negotiations with the official leadership of the PLO,
Jordan is also undertaking informal consultations with several groups of West
Bank leaders. The fate of the people under Israeli occupation is of paramount
consideration as is the eventual status of their land.

The Arab community in the occupied territories has felt isolated and con-
stantly intimidated by the creeping annexation of their land. The danger of
imminent expulsion stares them in the face and is predicated by Ben Porat
for relocating the refugee population of the occupied areas. West Bankers and
Gazans are only too aware of this threat to their Arab identity.

Understanding between Jordan and the PLO, has to be reached on a com-
bination of elements from the various instruments of peace making available to
date. The focus of the talks has been U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338, of which
both the Arab Fez peace plan and the Reagan September 82 peace initiative are
but elaborations. Each provides all states in the region with the right to their
own security and territorial integrity as well as acknowledging the legitimate
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demographic change which has occurred on the ground. Conclusive evidence is
provided by a data base, authored by the former deputy mayor of Jerusalem,
Meron Benvenisti, who has been following these changes in the last few years.
Benvenisti has made alarming revelations on such aspects of Israel's control of
Palestinian rights as demography, the economy, social institutions and land
ownership. In his latest report published in April of this year, he suggests that
the critical point has passed, because the political, judicial, administrative, so-
cial and psychological process of settlement has assumed quasi-permanence. If

it continues, he warns, Israel is bound for an apartheid regime similar to that of
South Africa.

Despite aggressive provocations provided by the Israeli policy of “‘creating
facts” in the occupied territories, Jordan persisted in its search for a peaceful
settlement of the Palestine question. We realise that what was so hastily im-
plemented could be, just as quickly, dismantled. We kr.ow that Israel was acting
in violation of principles of international law and conventions, to which it is a
signatory. We have been gratified by the opposition of various bodies of the
international community of nations to Israel. This was particularly so after
President Reagan had made his peace initiative public on 1 September 1982.

The Reagan peace proposals restored the quid pro quo arrangements of
““peace for territory”’ to the heart of the peace process. Although Mr. Begin
immediately rejected the initiative as *'lifeless still-born’’, Jordan embarked on a
seven-month dialogue with the PLO which was to prove inconclusive. It was
ended on 10 April 1983, and with it the hope of a unified Arab stance on peace
negotiations. (For further details see my forthcoming book). Though the dialogue
was subsequently resumed, its failure must be laid on the inability of U.S.
diplomacy in promoting public confidence in the Reagan initiative.

President Reagan had spoken optimistically of withdrawal of Israeli troops
from Lebanon before Christmas of 1983. He had also mentioned “"‘the immediate
adoption of a settlement freeze by Israel’’. The optimistic mood, as it turned out,
was not translated into action; Israel, following the ‘‘safe and orderly’” with-

drawal of PLO forces from Beirut, allowed the massacres at Sabra and Shatilla
refugee camps to take place.

Nonetheless. we hope that constructive policies continue to emanate from
Amman, whether on the question of peace, relations with the Palestinians and
the PLO, or inter-Arab coordination. The chain of historical, cultural, economic
and political linkages between the two Banks of Jordan cannot be easily broken
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fuelled Israeli intransigence and territorial expansion. The familiar pattern of
creeping annexation rapidly became a salient feature of Israel’s new posture.

It has become very obvious that Israel concurred with the Camp David ac-
cords in 1978, not as the framework for a comprehensive settlement of the
Palestine question, but as a means of concluding a separate peace treaty with
Egypt. It was clear that Israel envisaged the conclusion of a peace treaty with
Egypt to be unrelated to the Palestine question. The peace treaty of 1979 bet-
ween Egypt and Israel was a settlement of a bilateral dispute between the two
states. It was a pattern which could have been repeated with Syria and Le-
banon, or any other state for that matter, but could not apply to Jordan. In the
case of Jordan, the talks would have to centre on Palestine and the Palestinians
since the occupied West Bank was an integral part of Jordan when it was
occupied by the Israeli forces in 1967.

As such, the peace treaty with Egypt has not been seen as the first step,
paving the way for a general understanding between Israel and its Arab neigh-
bours, especially the Palestinians, but the one and only move which Israel
would undertake. While willing to restore Sinai to Egypt in a quid pro quo
arrangement under which peace would be traded off for territory, Israel has not
been prepared to offer the other Arab states, whose territory its armed forces
occupied, similar terms. Thus, as soon as the peace treaty with Egypt was
ratified, the autonomy talks provided for under the Camp David accords were

suspended and abandoned.

Since then, Israel has invaded Lebanon, resulting in untold human and
material suffering, and tightened its hold on the Palestinians and annexed the
Syrian Golan Heights, in addition to the assertion of sovereignty over the ocC-
cupied territories of Arab (East) Jerusalem, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

When rejecting the Reagan peace initiative of September 1982, Mr. Begin
defiantly declared to his own parliament that Israel alone determined where its
international borders would be drawn. He went on to reiterate that the West
Bank would remain under Israeli domination and control for many generations

to come.

The statement must be regarded as a blatant expression of intent to annex
the occupied territories. It has furthermore come to project a grand design for
the region, with farreaching consequences for itself and its neighbours.

The result of Israel’s methods and policy in the administration of the OcC-
cupied territories indicate only too clearly the extent of environmental and
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ramount requirement for security, with the desperate need for a just and lasting
settlement for the Palestinians. In short, peace proposals have called for Arab
recognition of Israel and an acknowledgement of its right to exist within secure
boundaries on the one hand, while Israel gives up the occupied territories and
concedes the right to national self-determination to the Palestine Arabs.

This simple equation has not been pursued as the essential framework for
peace-making in the region despite the precedent set by the Egyptian-israeli
peace treaty. The reason is simple; it is Israel’'s intransigence in dealing with
the question of Palestine.

Israel has come a long way since 1967. The country has undergone a fun-
damental change in the perception of its own position, and its outlook and
attitude within the region under the Begin-Shamir leadership. In 1967, the po-
litical leaders of Israel never tired of proclaiming that they did not covet a
square foot of Arab territory. All they sought was Arab recognition of their
sovereignty and independence as a state. They wanted nothing more than
peaceful co-existence with their neighbours. Notwithstanding, the Labour Party
in power did not engage in discussions or proposals made by United Nations
mediator Gunnar Jarring, nor with subsequent United Nations resolutions or
U.S. peace initiatives. It was during this period too, that the Labour Party
initiated an aggressive settlernent policy. Thus, ten years later, the situation had
changed radically when Mr. Begin and his Likud coalition assumed power in
1977.

if the election of Begin to the premiership of Israel marked a turning point in
the history of the Zionist State, the Camp David accords of 1978 provided a
fresh impetus for the irredentist elements in Israeli politics to pursue their
cherished objectives of “"Eretz Israel’”. The peace formula devised at Camp David
presented a loophole through which the expansionists could make their claims
good by simply shunting the Palestine question aside. The basic aim of the
Camp David accords was a partial peace between Egypt and lIsrael since the
framework provided for the settlement of the Palestine question has proved
unworkable. The conclusion of a partial peace has meant the neutralisation of
Egypt in the Arab-lsraeli conflict--thus, shifting the strategic balance in' Israel’s
favour.

The neutralisation of Egypt has an impact not only on the strategic balance
between the Arabs and Israel, but it also affected the balance of power among
the Arab states themselves. In Egypt's absence. Arab politics plunged into a
mood of despair, despondency and internecine feuds. Disarray in Arab ranks
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Ladies and Gentleman,

It would be one of the understatements of the century to proclaim that the
search for peace in the Middle East has been arduous and long. The region has
gone from war to war in futile frenzy in the quest for a peaceful settiement to
the tragic and seemingly intractable problems of Palestine. Yet, Jordan’'s belief in
the efficacy of a just and durable peace remains unshaken. Peace with honour
has been not only an Arab but a Hashemite family objective since the ince-
ption of the Arab renaissance movement. My King and forbearers as well as my
country, Jordan, have been in the forefront of Arab advocates of peace and
cooperation between the nations of the world.

The recent past notwithstanding, Jordan’'s adherence to the principle of a
just and lasting peace between Arabs and Israelis was expressed in the U.N. Re-
solution 242 in 1967. Provisions of that resolution were reiterated in the Fez
proposals in 1982 for the settlement of the Palestine question, and leaves no-
thing to doubt.

Jordan’'s position has been made repeatedly clear. We firmly supported all
international initiatives to resolve the Palestine and Middle East problems.
Cooperation with the U.N. mission of Ambassador Gunnar Jarring for the im-
plementation of U.N. Resolution 242 was genuine. It could not be anything else
since Jordan participated and contributed in the formulation of its provisions.
Following the war of 1973, Jordan took an active part in the deliberations of the
Geneva Middle East peace conference, chaired jointly by the two superpowers,
the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. In 1977, Jordan welcomed a Soviet-American com-
munique on a joint approach to peace-making, and in 1980 we applauded the
European peace initiative contained in the Venice Declaration. In the same spi-
rit, Jordan worked for the success of the Arab peace plan drawn up at Fez in
1982 and wanted to see the Reagan initiative of 1 September 1982 develop.

It is tragic that all these efforts have come to nothing positive or tangible.
The reason for the failure is not far to seek. The peace process has been
plagued with inconsistency, incoherence and contradictions since its inception.
All the provisions, so far, have focused on an essential element which appears
to have been gradually and deliberately overshadowed. The basic principle
ennunciated in U.N. Resolution 242 which has been the cornerstone of all other
proposals, is that peace would be exchanged for territory. Despite all our mis-
givings about the Camp David accords, the principle was strictly adhered to in
the conclusion of the peace treaty between Egypt and Israel in 1979. The peace
préocess has attempted to strike a compromise, a balance between Israel’s pa-
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and that the Soviet Union’'s attitude toward Afghanistan will comply with its
declared stands and advocated principles.

Distinguished Brothers,

The gloomy picture of the colossal events that have stormed the lives of our
peoples during the period between the two sessions of your conference fill the
soul with bitterness and anxiety but will never lead us to despair, for only
non-believers despair of God's will. That is why we should embark on serious
work, review and assess what has taken place, search our souls and scrutinise
the preludes and their outcome. No doubt there are many points on which we
can agree and unify our stands. That could be a solid basis for us to set out on
discussing our differences in calm dialogue, sincerity and good will, in an at-

mosphere of brotherhood and understanding, and intellectual harmony and
truth in words and deeds.

Peace be with this distinguished congregation of Muslim leaders, who are
here from all over the Muslim World to lay the foundations of peace, the prin-
ciples of righteousness and the elements of prosperity and progress for their

peoples--meeting here in this bastion of Islam, a fortress that has long repulsed
aggression and resisted usurption.

| wish to conclude by expressing my utmost gratitude and appreciation to
His Majestv'King Hassan I, his great hospitable country and its noble Muslim

people. We will always remember his relentless efforts to unify our ranks at this
conference.

We ask God Almighty to steer us to His path and lead us to all that He likes
and approves.

Peace be with you and God’'s mercy and blessings.
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mination from the outset to deliberately foil any peaceful and comprehensive
settlement of the Palestinian issue, that is based on the majority decision of our
Arab and Muslim leaders. Mutual understanding could have been reached had it
not been for the well meaning mediators who tried to resolve the Arab-Israeli
conflict but lacked the firmness to take effective measures to abort the work of
those who seek neither peace nor justice in the region, and had it not been for
these inter-Arab disputes and feuds that led to weakness, disagreement and the
inability to adopt a unified stand in the face of Israeli arrogance.

Dear Distinguished Brothers,

The fierce war being waged between two member states of our organisation,
joined in Islamic brotherhood, stirs in us all sorrow and anxiety. The con-
sequences of this war might reach other parts of the region. We have no doubt
that foreign interests are behind the continuation of this war, and they seek to
take advantage of it at the expense of our Islamic Nation. It is time the mem-
bers of this organisation made a collective intensive effort to end the tragic
human and economic loss that these two countries continue to suffer and find
the means to tackle this grave problem at its roots on the basis of right and
equality.

Since Irag has responded to the numerous mediation efforts undertaken by
the various parties, including the Islamic Good Will Committee, and agreed to
abide by the international community’s resolutions calling for the cessation of
war and entering into negotiations, it is our hope that Muslim Iran will realise
that armed conflict and war cannot resolve the problems and issues of states
and peoples: the consequences of wars to future generations is only hatred,
concealed under layers of ash but awaiting an occasion to flare up again.

Wisdom, rationality and interest dictate that Iran should hasten to help end
this war to enable both countries to re-build themselves on a sound amicable
basis and to allow for their growth and prosperity as a force of right, justice and
peace.

We do not aim in this speech to project all the issues and problems facing
our Arab and Islamic countries but we cannot but express our belief that they
have arisen because of the failure to abide by international treaties and re-
solutions that have always advocated the inadmissability of resorting to force to
end conflicts and to occupy the territories of others. These international prin-
ciples are one indivisable unit, from which our stand towards our sister nation,
Afghanistan, emanates. We hope foreign forces will be withdrawn and
Afghanistan will once again exercise its free will and right to self-determination
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these considerations, Jordan has become more deeply aware of and affected by
dimensions of the calamity that has befallen the Palestinian people. Israel con-
tinues to pursue its intransigence by attempting to annex the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, following its annexation of Arab Jerusalem and the Golan Heights: it
has started enforcing Israeli law in these occupied Arab territories. Nei-
ther does Israel conceal its expansionist designs for Jordan: it claims that
Jordan is the homeland of the Arab Palestinian people--an alternative for the
Palestine which is now entirely under Israeli control.

With such colossal dangers facing Jordan and Palestine together, and the
other Arab countries, it was inevitable that the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
and the Palestine Liberation Organisation, the sole legitimate representative of
the Palestinian people, and its free and independant voice, coordinate a joint
move to prevent the imposed status quo from prevailing. Jordan is the natural
partner to shoulder the responsibility and work towards determining the future
of these territories. We and the PLO, God willing, are determined to pursue our
joint move to stop Israel from gaining time, a factor on their side that they hope
to use to, God forbid, eventually terminate the Palestinian cause.

It is our collective duty to keep the cause of Palestine and the Palestinian
people alive, exposed to all, the centre of concern and thought and at the top of
the list of issues occupying other nations and international fora. We cannot
allow it to stagnate or be overshadowed by other international or domestic
issues, which may be fabricated, akin to side battles that take up effort and
distract from the principal issues. We must exert efforts to unify the forces of
the Arab and Muslim World and to utilise their potential for this end. In this
respect Egypt should not remain outside the Arab and Muslim Worlds, particularly

after Israel manaaed to uproct it from its world in order to neutralise and
weaken it.

And who could speak on the issues of this region and overlook Israel’'s
outrageous crimes in Lebanon, its armed invasion of that state, the horrifying
massacres that took the lives of thousands of Lebanese and Palestinians living
in Lebanon--who would not have been refugees had Israel not originally usurped
their land and driven them from their homes--the devastating deaths and ruin it
inflicted on its people? Israel continues to occupy parts of that Arab country,

seeking to annex them as it has already annexed other dear parts of the Arab
World.

Iin spite of it all, it would have been possible to reach a stage of mutual
understanding had it not been for our weak political will and Israel’s deter-
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under direct and indirect Israeli occupation, we feel the dire need to com-
prehend the nature of Israel’'s domination of the lands it occupied in 1967; a
domination connected with the World Zionist Organisation’s designs that th-
reaten the entire area:-

The construction of the Med-Dead Canal, is a flagrant act of aggression
against Palestinian rights and natural resources, the infrastructure of Jordan as
well as the threat it poses on Jordan’s national security, because the setting up
of nuclear reactors utilising the flowing waters of the canal will enhance the
nuclear capability of a state that repeatedly refuses to sign international
agreements pertaining to non-development of nuclear weapons, in addition to
refusing to commit itself to other international agreements and treaties.

As for Israel’s expansionist settlement policies, these are represented in
numerous aggressive acts. Israel has continuously launched wars on Arab states.
in an effort to control and ultimately annex Arab lands, as it annexed Arab
Jerusalem, which should be of primary concern to all of us at this conference.
Israel also exerts its utmost efforts to evict their Arab inhabitants, employing
methods that have been denounced by international norms and agreements. It
continues to erect new settlements and expand existing ones, thus usurping
more Arab land, denying its owners their rights and changing the demogra-
phic dimension in the occupied territories. More recently this has been followed
by the current attempt to move refugee camps in the West Bank and Gaza Strip
and re-settle a large number of their residents in the Jordan Valley. This is only
the first stage, obviously to be followed by other stages aimed at driving them
across the Jordan River into the East Bank,causing subsequent economic, social
and security problems for Jordan.

Another issue is Israel’s water policy and its draining of the waters of the
West Bank whereby Israeli settlers there currently consume eight times as much
water as the Arab inhabitants. We are reminded of the long tragic tale that
started with the creation of this state, its repeated attempts to usurp Arab
waters, altering the course of Arab rivers, diverting their tributaries and drawing
on these waters for the benefit of the usurpers.

These are only simple examples that we have cited in order to deduce strong
indications of the depth of the cohesion between Jordan and Palestine, a
cohesion with historic, geographic and human implications, for centuries deeply
rooted and always revived with new events. The significance of this cohesion is
more apparent still in the mutual interests of these two peoples; the separation
on any part of these interests would only hurt the rest. Therefore, in view of
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regional problems have not been fully comprehended by, or clarified to
nationalistic, regional and international organisation. These organisations should
make successive attempts to comprehend the core of these issues in order to
surmount the obstacles they lay in the way of strengthening ties between their
members. Israel may be cited as the ideal example. It uses external danger to
bolster its internal solidarity and cohesion on the basis of its ‘security’ concept.
At the same time, Israel uses this alleged strategic and security threat to drum
up support from the superpowers of its own ‘security’ concept, thereby ass-
uming the role of ‘policeman of the region,” while the silent majorities in both
the Islamic and Arab worlds have taken negative stands against the context of
alliances which are steering Israel towards its subordination to American
strategy. In reacting to the American-Israeli strategic alliance, other states wi-
thin the Arab-Islamic group have been drawn to alliances with the Soviet Union.

Hence, instead of using this impending danger as an incentive for joint
action and for unifying our ranks to face it, we find ourselves in disarray,
following different paths leading only to polarisation, thus leaving our countries
wide open for international conflicts.

Dear Brothers,

Should we remain as we are, negative and indifferent, we will be devoured
sooner than we expect. At that point, no country can remain safe, claiming it
never went into battle, because the enemies’ objective is not confined to fighting
one fo this nation’s people or anihilating one faction or group, but to destroy
the essence of the spirit of both Arabism and Islam everywhere in order to
destroy the wall of strength and seeds of this nation’s renaissance, to ensure
that it will never rise again.

indeed all Arabs and Muslims are facing the same dangers. It is the battle of
all, and should we fail to fight and win it, we will be invaded at home one by
one, and humiliated.

It is on this basis that we have always understood the Palestinian issue: it is
the issue of all ‘Arab and Muslim states but particularly a Jordanian issue,
intricately woven into Jordan’s life, interests, external policy and internal se-
curity. It is not merely a question of right and justice that we defend in the way
of upholding our principles of supporting right and justice all over the world, but
whatever happens in occupied Palestine reflects directly on Jordan. And if we
put aside the strategic dimension of the superpower struggle mentioned earlier
and move to the political concepts and those practices imposed on the Arabs
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In the Name of God, the Benevolent, the Compassionate
Your Majesty, the Chairman of the Conference,
Your Majesties, Excellencies and Highnesses,

Gentlemen,

Peace be with this assembly gathered today in Fraternity and unison under
the banner of Islam.

Peace be with you in an era when peace has been lost, and wars, strife and
various forms of violence and terrorism prevail, blostered by the forces of evil,
tyranny and aggression.

Peace be with you and God’s mercy and blessings. | bring you warm Islamic
good wishes from His Majesty King Hussein to his venerable brothers meeting
here today. Together with his warm best wishes, he prays God Almighty for your
success in the discussion and decisions you are embarked on and on which all
our people have set their hopes.

You no doubt feel, as | do, that words cannot match the enormity of the
events that have over-run us over the past years, nor can we fully express the
seriousness of these events. What has taken place was unthinkable, indeed
unimaginable a few years ago, but successive events accelerated and eventually
had to lead to this situation.

Nevertheless, over the past decade, we have all had a general sense of
impending danger, sparked by recurrent omens that served as warnings. We
consequently tried to warn and draw attention to the imminent threats, but the
proper means to avert the situation were beyond us, having previously
abandoned them in our internal disputes and the disintegration of our unity,
leaving ourselves devoid of the power to gain friends, or restrain foes. Yet, with
our general sense of impending danger we failed to realize the magnitude of
that danger or envision the ugly situation it would lead us to. More frightening
vet. was the strong enmity that was demonstrated by some of those in our
own ranks than by our worst enemies.

Your Majesty, the Chairman,

Particular regional problems, with the inherent hot spots in which danger
lurts and regional conflict dwells, have started to undermine the principles of
solidarity. This is because the causes, elements and characteristics of these
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undertakings, but is bound to undermine the peace process itself as it intensi-
fies the polarisation and brings the risk of superpower confrontation danger-
ously close. It is evidently clear that the United States cannot bring peace either
to Lebanon or to the Middle East while the Soviet Union is completely excluded
from the peace process. A convergence of the interests of those local forces
opposed to a peaceful settlement and the Soviet Union, which resents the
dimunition of its global role as a superpower, can and indeed has, obstructed
the initiatives and proposals aimed at peace negotiations. It is of paramount
importance that the superpowers embark on a dialogue to formulate a common
approach to any global issues and among them, a settlement of the Middle East
problem. A two-track approach is preferable--one to deal with Lebanon and the
other concentrating on the crux of the issue, the Palestinian problem. Working
in tandem they may produce quicker and more constructive results.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our hopes and expectation, and in a meeting of the minds in these difficult
days, are that you, and we, can do our full share to induce this crucial and
fundemental shift in the world of power politics in order to avert global war.

Peace Be With You and God’'s Mercy and Blessings.
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respective quests for domination of the region may lead Israel to formally annex
the occupied West Bank, and leave the territorial integrity of Lebanon per-
manently compromised. Moreover, pressures on Jordan may mount from the
West as well as the North, accompanied by demographic movement towards the
country as a result of the social and economic dislocations inflicted on the
Palestinians both at home and in the diaspora.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I choose to be direct in these references because the element of time is
crucial to us all in the region. The influx of disgruntled and politically alienated
people into Jordan would serve only one purpose: the radicalisation of its po-
litics and the destabilisation of its society. The disruption of social harmony
which exists in Jordan may prove a propitious step, allowing both American-
backed lIsraelis and Soviet-supported Syrians to indulge in more adventurist
policies which would threaten the fragile stability of the region and the peace of
the world. This powerful superpower support will no doubt encourage them to
establish a linkage between the Mediterranean littoral and the Red Sea-Gulf
theatre, where they want to influence the course of future events.

The fighting in northern Lebanon and the creeping annexation of the oc-
cupied territories exercised by the lIsraeli authorities, have compounded the
continuing impasse in the search for a peaceful settlement of the Arab-lsraeli
conflict. Jordan is seriously reconsidering the Palestine-Jordan inter-family re-
l[ationship. Our sole objective, as it has always been, is to protect the Arab
identity of the Palestinian people under alien occupation. The preservation of
the national character of the Arab community of Palestine will undoubtedly
contribute to the maintenance of Jordan’s ‘terra media’ or ‘middle ground’
position between the politics of extremes. As His Majesty, my brother, has
stated, we intend to look seriously at reviving our parliamentary institutions to
give all our peole a say in the determination of their destiny. We need the help,
and require the support, of all to achieve a just and durable peace based on the
United Nations premise of Justice for peoples and security for all states.

Unfortunately, and since our meeting with some of you in Atlanta where |
called for a bipartisanship and the continued urgent need for peacemaking in
the region, much has changed. The prevalence of strategic considerations,
particularly in Washington, is inclined to overlook these drastic changes taking
place in the region. Alliance with one party in the Middle East dispute and the
deployment of the multi-national peace keeping force in Lebanon--elements of it
in an offensive role--is not only contrary to the spirit and letter of American
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Jordan has made a serious commitment to a peaceful resolution of the
Palestine question. We have firmly supported all international initiatives aimed
at reaching a just and lasting settlement. We have followed every avenue,
exploited every opportunity, and bent over backwards to accommodate both
friend and foe to see justice and peace triumph in the Middle East. We have
availed ourselves honourably in the constructive attempt to combine elements
of the Reagan peace initiative with the pan-Arab Fez peace plan. The fact that
Jordan has not been successful in concluding an agreement with the P.L.O.,
supported by Arab consensus, on a negotiating stance, does not alter some
basic and fundamental facts about our relationship with Palestine as a country
and the palestinians as a people.

The long chain of historical, cultural, economic and political linkages bet-
ween the two Banks of Jordan cannot be easily broken or abandoned. It has
been attested to by the resolution of the Palestine National Council in February,
1983 to work towards a confederation between the occupied territories and
Jordan. There is little doubt in anyone’s mind that Jordan has been a natural
choice as a partner not only in the administration of economic aid to these

areas, but also in working towards the achievement of the determination of
their future political status.

However, as attention is increasingly focused on events in Lebanon, the
outlook for a comprehensive settlement in the Middle East grows dimmer and
more remote. The Lebanese crisis, mainly a symptom, has been allowed to
overshadow the real cause of a complex and intractable problem. The Lebanon
has become a major diversion for two potential regional powers, namely, Syria
and Israel, to pursue their own respective policfy objectives. Israel has been able
to consolidate its hold on the occupied territories and to intimidate their people
to forsake the land of their forefathers. Syria has been engaged in a fratricidal
war to contain and control the political will of the Palestinian people, to deprive
the people of Palestine of an independent voice which can defend their national
interest in the absence of functioning public institutions to articulate, in par-
ticular, the wishes of the principle Palestinian constituency--that of the
Palestine Arabs under Israeli occupation. All of this is, in the final analysis,
detrimental to peace, the Palestinians, the Lebanese and the Arabs as a whole.

The confrontation between Syria and Israel of such vital consequences for
what | call the ‘terra media’ or ‘middle ground’ between these peoples, has
brought about a radical shift in the balance of power in the region. Their
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undermine the social tranquility of other states in the region just as it has
destroyed the social fabric of the Lebanon.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The crisis in Lebanon has permitted the social diversity of Arab society to
assume an ever-increasing importance in the struggle among highly irredentist,
populist political movements which manipulate religious nationalist symbols for
political mobilisation. The danger of the politics of fanaticism has been
overshadowed by its more sinister consequence which is the fragmentation of
the present state structures into warring fiefdoms, as has been witnessed in the
Lebanese case over the last few years.

In an attempt to check and contain this tendency, Jordan, for one, has made
energetic efforts on all fronts: domestic, Arab and international. Following the
announcement of the Reagan initiative, we embarked on a fresh dialogue for
peace with the United States, with our Arab brethren and with the PLO,
designated, as you well know, in 1974 as the sole legitimate representative of
the Palestinian people. Our talks with the P L O leaders at that time, despite the
common stand on the future link between Jordan and the West Bank in some
form of confederation, have proved futile. It could be said that an agreement at
that time would have injected a fresh impetus into the flagging peace process.

The reasons for failure are varied. However, indecision seems to be the
common factor among them all. The PL O leaders did not want to antagonise
the radical wing in their organisation. It could be said that their indecision, in
part, has led to the tragic and bloody fighting which has taken place in Le-
banon--the split in their organisations has not been avoided. It has led to the
use of unnecessary violence and served to tarnish the image of the PL O as
well as the reputation of a number of Arab states.

In our view, the U.S. was not decisive enough on its undertakings towards
peacemaking as enunciated by President Reagan. Israel refuted the initiative,
and did not heed his call for a freeze on settlement activity--a feature of Israeli
policy which is in no way necessary for its security and only diminishes con-
fidence that a final outcome can be freely and fairly negotiated. The president’s
request that Israel should comply with the freeze on settlement in order to
‘foster the kind of atmosphere needed for negotiation leading to peace’ was
ignored and violated. In the minds of many in this region, American reluctance
to condemn settlement activity appears to condone the acquisition of territory
by force, in addition to contravening the provisions of international law.
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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Ever Merciful

Ladies and Gentlemen, Friends,

The general situation in the Middle East grows more alarming by the day.
Recent events have become so serious that they are Iikelx} to leave their imprint
on the political scene for a very long period of time. The attendant threats to
the fragile peace of the region are no longer simply local or limited clashes
between Syrian forces, P L O fighters and the Israeli army but the prospect of a
continuous polarisation leading to a direct confrontation between the two
superpowers in the world.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a matter of great concern that the significance of these events does not
appear to be appreciated in certain political circles around the world, hence this
meeting and the meeting with some of your members in Altanta at the kind
invitation of Presidents Carter and Ford not so long ago. The rapid deterioration,
which has characterised the Lebanese crisis, has compounded the problem and
added a new dimension to the questions of peacemaking in our troubled re-
gion. It is a pleasure, under these circumstances, to host this meeting in Amman
under the aegis of the Arab Thought Forum, and on an informal basis, with
friends across the world. It was last year that we had the opportunity of hosting
a similar meeting in Africa to exchange ideas on many basic and vital issues
with four European foreign affairs research institutes. A report of that meeting is
available to you to further the understanding of the Forum in its work to achieve
factual and direct dialogue on issues of concern. On the Arab side, we have at
this meeting, a bond of constructive ideas to offer and it is my pleasure to
welcome here today HRH, the Crown Prince of Bahrain, with whom Jordan
enjoys the closest of relations.

Turning to our work of today and tomorrow, and to be quite direct, it is not
just a war by proxies that we fear in the region, but it is also a general
conflagration which would involve the superpowers as well as the use of deadly
weapons, which could easily lead to a prolonged conflict or a situation cha-
racterised by the ‘no-win’ syndrome. The current deterioration is the result of
many and divergent political factors. Chief among these is the repeated failure
to tackle the question of Palestine in the context of ‘politicsis for people’. For
too long it has been allowed to fester and poison the very dynamics of domestic
politics not only in the Arab states but in Israel as well. The denial of Palestinian
legitimate rights has triggered off a fresh wave of extremist politics which could
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mony. Jordan will continue to be wary of extremist tendencies and energetic in
defusing the conditions of heightened tension. It will persist in its quest for a

centrist position, despite repeated condemnation and vilification by extremists
on all sides.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

““Happy are those who dream dreams and are ready to pay the price to see
them come true.’”*

My message here is, as a greatgrandson of the Arab renaissance movement,
we have dreamt of peace in the Middle East for half a century but we seek both

your sincerity and your support in joining with us to make that dream come
true.

Peace Be With You and God’'s Mercy And Blessings.
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peacemaking efforts are the recognition of the sovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity of all states in the region. These principles have been em-
bodied in U.N. Resolution 242 which we still believe provides the broad
framework for peace in the Near East. The implementation of 242 could lay the
solid foundations for peace, mutual confidence and collaboration of
development along the Benelux model -- sovereign states engaged in free
cooperation, for the benefit of all their peoples. Violent episodes in the his-
tory of the region point to a singular conclusion. The Middle East cannot sur-
vive, except with the social diversity it possesses. No one state or group
should or, indeed can, establish its hegemony over all the others. Attempts to
do so will be a clear recipe for the situation we are trying to grapple with and
should avoid.

There is a long chain of historical, cultural, social, economic, political, and
above all, familial relationships between the peoples of Jordan and Palestine.
Our conception of Jordan, the West Bank and Gaza is that of a terra media, a
utilitarian concept, by which we aim to combine the huge purchasing power of
the oil-producing countries of the Arabian Peninsula to the south, with the
skilled manpower and the high technology of the northern region. Our vision is
to transform this middle ground into the productive, as well as the experimental
workshop of the Middle East. Given the right conditions, with a just, honourable
and lasting peace based on the recognition of basic human rights for all the
peoples of the region, as well as security for its states, this vision could become
a reality.

It would be no idle boast to suggest, in the spirit of our forefathers, that
what we propose could serve as a model for the resolution of international
conflict among states which abound in the contemporary world. The settlement
we envisage will provide for the security of all states in the region while at the
same time safeguard the Arab identity of the people of Palestine. There is no
need to reiterate here that any settlement which does not take into consider-
ation this essential element is doomed to failure. It is for this reason that we
view with increasing alarm the policy of the Israeli occupation authorities in the
West Bank and in Gaza. Their approach in Lebanon is following a familiar
pattern.

Jordan will continue to play a stabilising role both internally and in the
region. It will exercise a moderating influence within the context of the Arab-
Israeli conflict and remain a conciliatory partner in inter-Arab disputes. Pro-
grammes for social and economic reconstruction and development will be
maintained under governmental supervision to ensure social justice and har-
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dependent Lebanon, in order to safeguard vital U.S. interests in the region.
tebanon is one link in a long chain of complex issues. No-one wants to un-
derestimate either the president's obvious resolve or the importance of an
independent, stable Lebanon, but is this goal attainable in isolation of the
wider crisis in the Middle East? Can the chain be broken so that the Lebanese
problem can be dealt with on its own? More significantly, can the presence of
a 1,600 member force of American marines, which cannot be deployed in an
offensive role, ensure the president’s policy objectives?

The short history of the Lebanese crisis has taught us that this cannot be
done. So what is required is for the U.S. to address the problem itself rather
than its symptoms. The U.S., in my humble opinion, would have to put the
Lebanese crisis, including its internal dimensions,in proper perspective. The U.S.
would have to examine its interest in stability and peace in the broader context
of the Middle East and furthermore, the Gulf.

Success in Lebanon, difficult as it is, will contribute to the peace and tran-
quility in Lebanon, but it would not resolve the problem of the Middle East.

The resolution of the Middle East crisis requires a new and comprehensive
peace strategy. Attentions and efforts should be urgently directed to the un-
derlying source of tension and instability in the region. It must be focused on
the unresolved issue of Palestinian rights in the occupied territories and the
Syrian Golan Heights. The obstacles are considerable. Any hope of success will
depend upon the president’'s determination to use the full leverage of the U.S.
on all concerned. 1984, an election year, seems hardly a propitious time for
s{Jch an effort, but we hope the creation of a bipartisan peace constituency will
make a positive contribution toward the formulation of such a strategy.

Jordan is fully prepared to cooperate in this endeavour. We will be hosting a
meeting of the Arab Thought Forum next month to lay the foundations of an
ongoing dialogue with the United States. It will be attended by a number of
prominent figures in both Arab and American public life with experience and
interest in the Middle East. The consultation has a specific purpose, namely to
propose and elaborate on action oriented analysis of the basic issues, which
may underpin policy proposals for the future. We look forward to a serious
inquiry into the common problems and challenges which confront us. | am
pleased to announce that Mr. Harold Saunders has kindly agreed to act as
rapporteur for this meeting.

Our perception of the future is based on complete respect for the provisions
of international law and the dignity of man. The guiding principles of our
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demographic implications. Moreover, the Israeli stance on the occupied ter-
ritories is bound, in the final analysis, to jeopardise and impair the peace treaty
with Egypt. Under those circumstances, the Arab-lsraeli conflict would have it
come full circle round.

There is a desperate need for urgent action to avert yet another human
disaster. In view of the continuing deadlock and the risks involved, it is essen-
tial that the present situation should not be left unattended. There is little doubt
that the various parties, both Arabs and lIsraelis who are intent on preventing a
peaceful settlement, will exploit the opportunity of the standstill in U.S.
peacemaking efforts imposed by the hiatus of the American presidential cam-
paign, to reinforce their obstructive endeavours. Among the Palestinians and
other Arabs, the radicals and extremists will obtain a dominant position and
intimidate the moderate peaceseekers. The irredentist policy of the lIsraeli
government will gather pace and gain time to achieve its long standing goal of
formal annexation of the West Bank, Jerusalem, Gaza and the Golan Heights.

It is patently clear that the U.S. as a superpower cannot turn a blind eye to
these disruptions and dangerous developments. U.S. interest in the Middle East
was not induced by the energy crisis and should not be confined to oil and its
availability on the world market, as important as it is to Western allies today.
American concern with the region is a function of the strategic balance between
the superpowers and a consequence of world power politics. It would be ex-
tremely short-sighted, if | may say, if American interest in the Middle East were
to wane and the role of the peacebroker be abandoned simply because of
temporary and ephemeral phenomena. It goes without saying that is is impera-
tive to sustain the interest of the U.S. in the vital assignment of the honest
peacebroker _between Arabs and Israelis. For this purpose, the creation of a
bipartisan peace constituency, as advocated by former Presidents Gerald Ford
and Jimmy Carter, becomes an essential feature of American politics. This
notion may be augmented by the establishment of a bipartisan commission for
the Middle East similar to the body set up for Central America under the
chairmanship of Dr. Henry Kissinger, though the commission need not necess-
arily be headed by Dr. Kissinger. The primary purpose of this review commission
would be to ascertain the facts and submit proposals which could serve : as the

basis for American policy following the re-election of an incumbent president or
the election of a new one.

Following the tragic death of the American marines and French troops ser-
ving with the multi-national peacekeeping force in Lebanon, President Reagan
has responded vigorously by reaffirming U.S. commitment to a sovereign in-
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wants to be in the region as well as of it, then the Israeli leaders will have to
abandon the third option which has been bandied about. Israel cannot and it

should not be allowed to depopulate the West Bank of its indigenous po-
pulation.

Upon the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza in 1967, some
300,000 people were pushed into Jordan and 100,000 Arabs in Jerusalem were
incorporated within the state of Israel. Since then, 100,000 more have left the
occupied territories. The occupation authorities have followed a vigorous policy
to obstruct the work, among others, of charitable foundations including
American. Innocuous projects like poultry farming, agricultural cooperatives,
and the digging of wells for irrigation purposes have not met Israeli approval. In
what sense do these constructive projects threaten Israeli security except by
assisting the people to hold on to the land of their forefathers?

Israel cannot and should not be allowed to treat the question of the
Palestinian people as though they were an Israeli minority--aliens in their own
country. The international community was faced with a parallel problem, history
tells us, after the Second World War. The people concerned then were not Arabs
but Jews. When the problem was referred to the United Nations, a special
committee on Palestine -- UNSCOP -- was appointed to ascertain the facts and
the validity of Jewish claims to Palestine and propose solutions. UNSCOQOP, in its
wisdom, suggested partition. The proposal was not simply an accident of in-
ternational diplomacy, but purely designed to accord the Jews a national iden-
tity. It was a recognition of the immutable fact of human geography. It was an
admission of the reality of the existence of two nations, not one, in that area --
a fact that would have rendered co-existence, under a unitary political structure
not only difficult, but artificial and precarious. Thirty five years later, the
Palestine Arabs still await a recognition similar to that awarded to the Jews.
Today, the problem of Palestine is as far from a just and lasting resolution as it
has ever been. The politics of extremes, the armed struggle advocated by both
Arab and Jewish radicals, threaten not only Middle East peace, but that of the
whole world. It is a poor world that recognises power, not morality, in the
conduct of public affairs. The ill-conceived, undeclared policy of the government
of Israel is aimed at the eviction of the Arab population of the occupied ter-
ritories -- a policy detrimental to peace, to Western, but above all, to Israel’s
own interests. In the words of Shirley Williams, “politics is for people”. The
permanent retention of the West Bank and Gaza, while conferring on Israel
certain temporary military advantages, involves obvious risks for its national
security in the long run. It also poses serious economic, diplomatic, moral and

46



gion, and that of U.S. is focused wholly on Lebanon and the attendant tension
which the withdrawal agreement has raised, Israel has continued to introduce
drastic measures which carry extremely serious and dangerous consequences.

The Arab population of the occupied West Bank has become a beleaguered
community, threatened with extinction in its own ancestral homeland. More
than 100,000 Palestinians have left the territories since 1967, encouraged by the
Israeli occupation authorities. An average of 12,000 people have departed from
the occupied territories every year to seek a living elsewhere. They have been
rendered isolated by the indecision of their own leadership and feel intimidated
by the huge demographic influx into their country, which they witness with
increasing alarm. The Arab population under Israeli occupation has but few
choices. Since Jordan joined the Arab consensus to designate the PL O in 1974
as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinians, the people of the West
Bank and Gaza have no Arab government on which they can depend to defend
their interests. In general, Arab regimes have either attempted to keep the
Palestinians quiet or used the Palestinian cause for their own purposes as the
appeal to the Arab public conscience survives.

There are about 1,300,000 Palestinians living in the West Bank and Gaza. The
question that requires immediate attention and has to be tackled in my point of
view by the international community of nations, is the status of the people
under occupation if the present course of Israeli policy of creeping annexation
is maintained. The consequences are likely to prove disastrous as long as Israel
denies these people the right to self-determination. Action is called for to avert
a tragedy which would compound the misery suffered so far. Whichever option
is adopted by the Israeli authorities, the outlook appears extremely alarming and
movement will not be possible unless and until the Arab community of Palestine
is accorded the right of self-determination. Our conception of such a right, |
hasten to add, is not simply the exercise of a free election in a free society as it
has been characterised in certain quarters, but it is derived from the aggregate
of historical, cultural, social, economic and political rights of a distinct com-
munity in its ancestral homeland. The people of the occupied areas must be
allowed to develop their own institutions to express and defend their own in-
terest. Israel cannot, indeed, it should not, be allowed to speak for the Arabs of
Palestine. Equally, no Arab state could be a replacement for Palestine or speak
for the Palestinians, not Jordanians and certainly not Israelis. Israel must make
a choice between peace and territory. The facts of geography and demography
impose an interminable dilemma on Israel. It is either to compromise the very
essence of the Zionist creed or divest itself of the territory it occupies. If Israel
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majority of Israelis, but more anxiety and greater anguish as the lIsraeli oc-
cupation army sinks deeper into the politics of the Lebanese factional quagmire.
It has also increased the momentum of resistance both in the West Bank and
southern Lebanon.

Israel’s right-wing political establishment has become accustomed, and has
accustomed us in recent years, to deploy its military might. on every possible
occasion in order to subdue the Arabs of the occupied territories and in the
neighbouring states. The premise of might-is-right has become a salient feature
of its policy. The use of brute force does not solve intractable problems, such as
those of Palestine and Lebanon. The acquisition of territory by force, as Israel
knows, exacerbates these problems.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On the West Bank, the expansionist policy of the Israeli government solves
one problem only by creating another, with far more serious, tragic and
dangerous consequences. Israel's policy points towards a time, not many years
ahead, when Israelis will have to choose between compromising the Jewish
nature of their state by giving full rights to an Arab population nearly as big as
the Jewish one, undermining its democratic institutions by withholding those
rights, or squeezing the Arabs eastward over the Jordan River. The morality of
Israel’'s war in Lebanon has been questioned by a large segment of the Israeli
public. The policy options available to the government of Israel in the occupied
territories would probably deepen the apparent split and intensify the crisis of
con_science in the years to come. Nonetheless, the occupation of Lebanon, and
the subsequent tortuous negotiations have permitted Israel to consolidate its
hold over the occupied West Bank. While the actual fighting took place in
Lebanon, Israel’s real war was conducted in the territories occupied since 1967,
In @ campaign against the civilian Arab population of the West Bank. By at-
tempting to destroy the symbol of Palestinian nationalism, the PL O, Israel
sought to numb the political aspirations of thePalestinian people, so that it
could accelerate the construction of Israeli settiements and tighten its grip on
the area. The policy of deliberate physical and demographic change which Israel
has pursued brought agony and despair, not only to the people of the occupied
territories, but to the Palestinians everywhere and to the neighbouring states.

Although the Palestinians’ sense of national identity has not succumbed to
Israeli manipulation and their resistance has remained vibrant, Israel, has been
able to proceed with the policy of incorporating the West Bank into the concept
of ‘Eretz Israel’ in the hiatus between war and the sterile talks about peace.
Political realities clearly indicate that while the diplomatic attention of the re-
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lements but to build several new ones.

The U.S., it appears, does not regard the Israeli action as a violation of
international law, but an obstruction to the peace process. Lately, the U.S. has
condoned these settlements under the pretext of "Jews have the right to settle
anywhere’’. Moreover, the U.S. refused to recognise the P L O as the legitimate
representative of the Palestinians while in the context of the Jordan/P L O dia-
logue, even the Americans regarded the organisation as a potential party to the
negotiations. The question that has to be asked here is, that if the Israelis were
to settle the West Bank, what would the peace negotiations be about? It is a
rhetorical question for | know the answer. These problems apart, the U.S. ex-
cluded the Syrian interest in the peace process and there was hardly a mention
of the Israeli occupied Golan Heights. Beside the exclusion of Syria, there was
the elimination of the U.S.S.R. from the peace process. Only after the ter-
mination of the Jordan/P L O dialogue, the internecine war among Palestinians
in northern Lebanon and the tragic communal fighting in the Shouf, did Amer-
ican policymakers address themselves to the Syrian interest. They are yet to be
convinced, it seems, of the need to have consultations with the other super-
power, the USSR in short, the September initiative has not been accompanied
by a coherent peace strategy to deal with the objective situation present in the
Middle East, in the event of Jordan’'s entry into the negotiating process. As
attention is increasingly focused on developments in Lebanon, the outlook for
a comprehensive settlement of the Palestine question grows dimmer and more
remote. However, expectations were raised in May, upon the arrival of Secretary
of State George Shultz in the region. His approach was direct and innovative but
his efforts proved of limited success. The agreement concluded on May 17
between Israel and Lebanon on the withdrawal of foreign troops was highly
promising at the time. Its non-implementation, however, has rendered the si-
tuation fraught with greater dangers than ever before, especially as it may leave
the territorial integrity of Lebanon permanently compromised. Indeed, Israel has
decided to redeploy its forces to a more convenient defensive line with the
ominous outcome of transforming South Lebanon into the ‘““Northern Bank of
Israel’’.

Notwithstanding the apparent gains of its war in Lebanon, Israel should not
derive much comfort from the present Arab disarray and the disruption of the
American peace effort. The invasion of Lebanon may have dispersed and
divided the Palestinian combatants, created a bigger buffer-zone in southern
Lebanon and given Israel what looks like a free hand in the West Bank, yet,
what was called “Peace for Galilee’” has in its wake brought nothing for the
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ings, the logic of which leads to the fragmentation of all states in the region, as
is occurring in Lebanan.

In an attempt to check the rising tide of extremist politics and contain the
fragmentation of the Middle East into warring fiefdoms, Jordan was encouraged
by the Reagan peace initiative to embark on a fresh dialogue for peace. it is a
fair assumption that the Reagan peace plan, basedas it was on U.N. Resolution
242, could have brought an end to the festering problem of the Palestine ques-
tion had it been pursued with greater vigour and resolution by us all. The timing
was almost perfect, coming in the wake of the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, a
highly tragic and alarming episode in the annals of the Palestinian struggle for a
homeland. The provisions of the plan were extremely relevant, indicating tc both
Arabs and lIsraelis that the U.S. was irrevocably committed to an even-handed
approach to an eventual settlement of the dispute. Its simplicity was inspired as
it addressed itself directly to the complex issues of the status of the Israeli
occupied territories and of the settlements constructed since 1967. Unfortu-
nately, the vitality of the plan was allowed to dissipate. With it the peace
momentum has been vitiated.

What Jordan tried to do was to combine elements of the Reagan plan which
called for the creation of a Palestinian entity on the West Bank and Gaza
federated with Jordan, with elements of the Arab League plan adopted in Sep-
tember at Fez, Morocco, which proposed the establishment of a Palestinian
state on the occupied territories under the authority of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation. Jordan sought an accommodation with the PLO on a joint
Palestinian-Jordanian approach which was to be presented to the Arab League
for endorsement. While the Reagan plan was to be the vehicle for negotiations,
a modified form of the Fez plan would have remained the long term objective of
both Jordan and the PLO. The Fez plan would have been redrafted to call for
self-determination for Palestinians in the context of a Jordanian-Palestinian
confederation. On April 10, 1983, the dialogue between Jordan and the PLO
was terminated. In a letter from His Majesty King Hussein to President Reagan,
it was stated that Jordan had come to the conclusion that the modus operandi
of its strategy for peace as laid down by the Reagan plan was no longer valid. It
is important today to look back on the reasons that led to that conclusion.
There is no doubt that division and discord among the Arabs and the Palesti-
nians obstructed the emergence of an Arab consensus on a linkage between the
Fez and the Reagan plans. This was an important cause but by no means the
cruicial one. The September initiative failed to take cognition of certain basic
facts. Israel was called upon to freeze the construction of settlements in the
occupied territories. The Israeli response was not only to expand existing sett-
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In Then Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Ever Merciful,
President Carter, President Ford,

Ladies and Gentlemen, Friends and Critics.

The current situation in the Middle East is more threatening than ever before.
Never has the region been riven by so many conflicts, feuds and disputes. Some
of these are intra-state and others are inter-state, but all tend to threaten the
peace and stability of not just the Middle East but the whole world. The tragic
loss of life and destruction of Lebanon which seems to know no bounds, and
the Gulf war which continues to drain the resources of two neighbouring
countries, lraq and lran, menacing as they have been, have overshadowed the
more vexing problem of the Arab-lsraeli conflict. International preoccupation
with the wider ramifications of these conflagrations have frozen all serious
efforts at peacemaking. No longer such phrases as the ‘peace process’ or ‘the
momentum for peace’ are in vogue.That is why it is opportune to have held this
consultation here in Atlanta. We hope to take stock of what has taken place.
assess its significance, and contributed to its movement, if movement is at all
possible. The present situation in the Middle East is the outcome of the in-
teraction of many diverse and divergent political factors which have dominated
the region over the last decade or so. The Camp David accords injected a fresh
momentum in the peace process but there were negative aspects that have un-
fortunately dominated the politics of the region. The accords provided for a
partial peace which plunged Arab politics into a serious morass of conflict and
recriminations. The neutralisation of Egypt and the subsequent Arab-imposed
containment of Egypt rendered Israel dominant, while Arab politics became
marked by feuds and polarisation. A cursory examination of the events of the
last few years will point to a singular conclusion, namely, the triumph of ex-
tremist politics, whether in Israel or the Arab and Muslim worlds. In Jewish and
Muslim societies, politics have become infused by religion and religious
precepts to produce political fanaticism, the like of which the Middle East has
rarely known as shown by the activities of such groups as the Phalange of
Lebanon, Gush Emunim of Israel and the Pasdarans of lran. Populist religion-
based fanaticism has had an immediate impact on society and politics in the
whole region. The denial of legitimate, rights, compounded by the absence of
authoritative political institutions to safeguard the cul